Lesson Plan Template

Grade: 4                                                        Subject:  Social Studies

Title of Lesson:  An Introduction to the Three Branches of Government

GLCE(s)/HSCE(s) Met:  4-C3.0.3 Describe the organizational structure of the federal government in the United States (legislative, executive, and judicial branches)

Specific Objective(s):  Students will be introduced to the three branches of government – legislative, executive, and judicial

Material List:

Video – America Rock:  Three-Ring Government and lyrics sheet

Kids Discover Magazine:  How America Works

Teacher created worksheet

Assessments: (Including Rubrics if Used)

1) Pre Lesson

2) During Lesson (“Checks for Understanding”)

3) Post Lesson – Teacher will review students’ worksheets.

Necessary Student Prerequisites: Students will understand why people create governments (C1 Purposes of Government).

Special Classroom Needs:  none
Hook (Anticipatory Set): View video – “America Rock: Three- Ring Government”

Step-By-Step Instructions (with “Chunks” of Learning):

1. View video – follow with class discussion

2. Read p. 4 and 5 as a whole group

3. Model first step of worksheet on the overhead

4. Students complete remainder of worksheet 

5. End with closure/reflection questions
Differentiation Portions: None – This is an introductory lesson, therefore all students will participate in a whole-group setting.
Modeling Portion:  Complete one ring of the student worksheet on the overhead projector as a whole group.

Guided Practice:  Students work with partners or small groups to complete the remaining two rings.

Questions Throughout Lesson with Possible Constructed Responses:

Closure/Student Reflection:  Turn to their partner and state the three branches of government / Discuss why there are three branches (This will be the hook for the next lesson.)

Technology Elements:  DVD and monivision screen

Teacher’s Self Reflection: What went well in this lesson? How can it be improved next time?

References: School House Rock
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