Michigan History: Pre-Statehood

Prehistoric and Historic Indian Cultures

· Asians walk across land bridge to North America and settle throughout the land

· Three Fires tribes live in Michigan

The French in Michigan (1630-1763)

· Jacques Marquette founds first two Michigan settlements: Sault Ste. Marie and St. Ignace

· The Fur Trade/voyageurs: beaver furs sent to Europe, very profitable, this is one reason Michigan was valuable

· Antoine Cadillac builds his fort which later becomes Detroit.  This fort is built in order to keep the British out of Michigan and therefore out of the fur trade.

The British in Michigan (1754-1796)

· The French and Indian War started in 1754: The French and the Indians fought together against the British, who wanted control of Michigan.  In 1760 the British won this war, thereby gaining control of the Great Lakes.

· Pontiac’s Rebellion: Chief Pontiac leads his warriors in attacks against the fort in Detroit.  The Indians had been on friendly terms with the French and they wanted the French to return.  The British were not known to trade fairly with the Indians. 

· Revolutionary War and the formation of the United States of America

Americans Come to Michigan (1796-1815)

· The Northwest Ordinance is passed to help ensure that people living outside the original thirteen colonies would still have rights.  Michigan is part of the Northwest Territory.

· Michigan becomes its own territory in 1805.

· War of 1812: Detroit and Fort Mackinac are among the forts that fall to the British as they try to regain control of America.  The Indians help the British this time because they have promised that Europeans would not be allowed west of the Appalachian Mountains.  Indians fear that American settlements will mean a loss of land for the Indians.

Settlement and Statehood 

· The completion of the Erie Canal in 1825 means that many people from the East can now easily reach Michigan.  

· Pioneer life

· The Toledo War results in Michigan giving up Toledo but gaining the western portion of the Upper Peninsula

· Statehood on January 26, 1837, Michigan is the 26th state, with Stevens T. Mason as governor

