                                                                                                  Fourth Grade Social Studies Curriculum and Assessment Alignment                                                  10/17/08 DRAFT 


	GRADE 4 Content Expectation
	*Assess
	Focus Question
	Response to Focus Question
	

	H3 History of Michigan (Beyond Statehood)
Use historical thinking to understand the past.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4-H3.0.1 Use historical inquiry questions to investigate the development of Michigan's major economic activities.
	C
	What are the questions and resources historians use to understand Michigan's past?
	Historians ask what happened, when did it happen, where did it happen, who was involved, and why did it happen, to learn about the development of Michigan's major economic activities, including manufacturing, tourism, agriculture, research and development, lumbering, and mining.
	

	4-H3.0.2 Use primary and secondary sources to explain how migration and immigration affected and continues to affect the growth of Michigan. (G)
	S
	What are the questions and resources historians use to understand Michigan's past?
	Historians use primary and secondary sources to explain how migration and immigration affected and continues to affect the growth of Michigan. For example, historic migrations might include the American Indians migrating to Michigan, migration west due to the opening of the Erie Canal, movement of people through the Underground Railroad, and the Great Migration north to industrial centers. Major immigration might include Europeans, Asians, and Africans coming to Michigan for jobs, or fleeing famine, war, or persecution.  The influx of these groups of people meant that Michigan could become a state; new populations also added new skills, ideas, labor, culture and diversity to our state.
	

	4-H3.0.3 Describe how the relationship between the location of natural resources and the location of industries (after 1837) affected and continues to affect the location and growth of Michigan cities.
	S
	How have Michigan's natural resources and industries influenced the location and growth of Michigan's cities?
	Industries were located near natural resources, such as timber, copper, and iron. Infrastructure like roads, railroads, and bridges were built to support the cities. As a result, cities grew and infrastructure improvements continue to support the growth of those cities today. Some examples might be Saginaw, Muskegon, Grand Rapids, Calumet, Ishpeming, and Detroit.
	

	4-H3.0.4 Draw upon stories, photos, etc., to compare the life of people in Michigan during a variety of time periods from1837 to the present. (G)
	C
	How can we compare life today with life in the past?
	We can use primary and secondary sources such as stories, photographs, diaries, letters, movies, audio recordings, or electronic sources to compare the life of people in Michigan at different time periods. Some examples of comparisons could be family life, industries, life at school, and recreation.
	

	4-H3.0.5 Use visual data and informational text to compare a major Michigan economic activity today with that of a related activity in the past. (E)
	S
	What can we use to compare a major Michigan economic activity today with that of a related activity in the past?
	We can use informational text like textbooks, trade books, letters, and diaries of settlers, and internet sources; visual data like maps, photographs, advertisements, and company reports to compare economic activities today with related activities in the past.
	

	4-H3.0.6 Use a variety of sources to construct a historical narrative about the beginnings of the automobile industry and the labor movement in Michigan. (G,E)
	C
	What can we use to learn about Michigan's economic past?
	We can use a variety of sources to construct an historical narrative about the beginnings of the automobile industry and the labor movement in Michigan.  Some sources might include museums, diaries, letters, trade books, the internet, photographs, oral interviews, or newspaper accounts.
	

	4-H3.0.7 Use case studies or stories to describe the ideas and actions of individuals involved in the Underground Railroad in Michigan and the Great Lakes region. (G,C,E)
	C
	What are some roles individuals play in creating history?
	An individual can be famous or not famous, free or enslaved and play a role in the Underground Railroad in Michigan and the Great Lakes region. For example being a leader, a supporter, a conductor, a passenger, a quilter, or a bounty hunter are some roles people played.
	

	4-H3.0.8 Describe past and current threats to Michigan's natural resources. (G,C,E)
	S
	What are some past and current threats to Michigan's natural resources?
	Some of the past threats to Michigan's natural resources include fire, inappropriate timber and agricultural practices, and industrial pollution. Today, Michigan faces threats from invasive species, loss of natural habitats and wetlands, and air and water pollution.
	

	4-H3.0.9 Create timelines (using decades after 1930) to sequence and describe important events in Michigan history; annotate with connections to the past and impact on the future.
	S
	How can we use annotated timelines to record important events?
	We can use annotated timelines to describe and show connections between events in Michigan since 1930. Brief descriptions or annotations of events teach their relevancy and help make connections. 
	

	G1 The World in Spatial Terms
Use geographic representations to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - G1.0.1 Identify questions geographers ask in examining the United States (e.g., Where it is? What is it like there? How is it connected to other places?).
	C
	What are geographic questions?
	When examining places in the United States, geographers ask questions like where it is, what is it like there, how is it connected to other places, and what do people do there.
	

	4 - G1.0.2 Use cardinal and intermediate directions to describe the relative location of significant places in the United States.
	S
	What words do we use to locate places?
	We can use cardinal directions and intermediate directions like northeast, southeast, northwest, southwest, to locate places in the United States. Significant is a relative term; in this case we can define a “significant place” as a location that would be recognized throughout the United States as an example, either because of its popularity or inclusion as part of a group.  Students should generate both the categories and examples to practice this skill. Some examples of categories could be: large cities, popular entertainment locations, state capitols, cities with professional football teams, or popular national parks.
	

	4 - G1.0.3 Identify and describe the characteristics and purposes (e.g., measure distance, determine relative location, classify a region) of a variety of geographic tools and technologies (e.g., globe, map, satellite image).
	C
	What geographic tools and technologies do we use to answer geographic questions?
	We can use those tools and technologies, like globes, maps and satellite images, to answer geographic questions like measuring distance, determining relative locations and classifying regions.  We can create a chart which will identify a variety of geographic tools and technologies, describe their characteristics and their purpose, how we would use them. 
	

	4 - G1.0.4 Use geographic tools and technologies, stories, songs, and pictures to answer geographic questions about the United States.
	C
	What geographic tools and technologies do we use to answer geographic questions?
	We can use tools and technologies like globes, maps and satellite images to answer geographic questions about the United States. Other ways we can answer geographic questions are through stories, songs, and pictures.
	

	4 - G1.0.5 Use maps to describe elevation, climate, and patterns of population density in the United States.
	S
	How can we identify and describe the human and physical characteristics of the United States?
	We can use thematic maps that show physical characteristics of elevation and climate, and human characteristics of population density in the United States as a source of information to describe the elevation, climate, and patterns of population density of the United States.
	

	G2 Places and Regions
Understand how regions are created from common physical and human characteristics.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - G2.0.1 Describe ways in which the United States can be divided into different regions (e.g., political regions, economic regions, landform regions, vegetation regions).
	S
	How can we describe a region?
	We can use visual materials like thematic maps and photographs and data sources like charts and tables to describe different regions in the United States. Some examples are political regions, like states of the Pacific west coast; economic regions, like heavy manufacturing in the Northeast; land form regions, like the Rocky Mountain area; and vegetation regions, like the Great Plains.
	

	4 - G2.0.2 Compare human and physical characteristics of a region to which Michigan belongs (e.g., Great Lakes, Midwest) with those of another region in the United States.
	S
	How can we describe a region?
	We can compare regions by using thematic maps of physical and human characteristics and asking geographic questions about regions. For example, using maps we can observe that Michigan belongs to a region with the common physical characteristic of bordering the Great Lakes. We can also ask a geographic question like, “what do people do there?”  By making similar observations and finding answers to the same question about another region in the United States, we can then compare two regions.
	

	G4 Human Systems
Understand how human activities help shape the Earth’s surface.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - G4.0.1 Use a case study or story about migration within or to the United States to identify push and pull factors (why they left, why they came) that influenced the migration. 
	S
	Why do people choose to meet their wants and needs in different regions of the United States?
	Diverse groups of people moved to regions throughout the United States for reasons such as jobs, seeking other people like themselves, familiar climate, and freedom. People left their homes for reasons like poverty, violence, persecution, or natural disasters. We can use trade books, case studies, diaries, biographies, movies, or stories about events such as the Irish potato famine, the Dust Bowl, the Great Migration, or Hurricane Katrina to identify push and pull factors that influence migration within and to the United States.
	

	4 - G4.0.2 Describe the impact of immigration to the United States on the cultural development of different places or regions of the United States (e.g., forms of shelter, language, food). (H) 
	S
	How can we describe diversity in the United States?
	Diversity occurs in the United States because of the impact of free and forced immigration and migration. Cultural development of a region is impacted by the components of the cultures represented in that region. Some components of culture are language, religion, food, and tradition. For example, the cultural development of the southwest region has been impacted by the migration and immigration of American Indians and Mexican immigrants.
	

	G5 Environment and Society
Understand the effects of human-environment interactions.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - G5.0.1 Assess the positive and negative effects of human activities on the physical environment of the United States.
	S
	What are some positive and negative consequences that could arise from changing the physical environment of the United States?
	Some positive consequences of changing the physical environment include increased agricultural or manufacturing space, the creation of jobs, or the addition of roads. Some negative consequences include pollution, loss of wetlands and natural habitats, or erosion.
	

	C1 Purposes of Government
Explain why people create governments.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - C1.0.1 Identify questions political scientists ask in examining the United States (e.g., What does government do? What are the basic values and principles of American democracy? What is the relationship of the United States to other nations? What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy?).
	C
	What are questions political scientists ask?
	Questions political scientists ask include What does government do? What are the basic values and principles of American democracy? What is the relationship of the United States to other nations? What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy?
	

	4 - C1.0.2 Explain probable consequences of an absence of government and of rules and laws.
	S
	What is a consequence of the absence of government?
	The consequence of the absence of a government might include anarchy or loss of freedom and protection.
	

	4 - C1.0.3 Describe the purposes of government as identified in the Preamble of the Constitution.
	S
	What are the purposes of government?
	The purposes of government, as identified in the Preamble to the Constitution of the United States are to establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure liberty. 
	

	C2 Values and Principles of American Democracy
Understand values and principles of American constitutional democracy.
	 
	
	 


	

	4 - C2.0.1 Explain how the principles of popular sovereignty, rule of law, checks and balances, separation of powers, and individual rights (e.g., freedom of religion, freedom of expression, freedom of press) serve to limit the powers of the federal government as reflected in the Constitution and Bill of Rights.
	C
	How do our core democratic values and constitutional principles limit the powers of the federal government?
	The Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights are a reflection of our core democratic values and constitutional principles and serve to limit the powers of the federal government because the Constitution is the supreme law of the land.  The government cannot make laws that violate the principles or procedures of this document protecting each citizen from a too powerful government.
	

	4 - C2.0.2 Identify situations in which specific rights guaranteed by the Constitution and Bill of Rights are involved (e.g., freedom of religion, freedom of expression, freedom of press).
	S
	What are some examples of situations in which rights guaranteed by the Constitution and the Bill and Rights were involved?
	Some examples of situations in which guaranteed rights were involved are the imposition of the southern poll tax on African Americans, Jim Crow laws, Japanese internment, women's right to vote, Trail of Tears, Brown vs. Board of Education decision, and Title IX legislation.
	

	C3 Structure and Functions of Government
Describe the structure of government in the United States and how it functions to serve citizens.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - C3.0.1 Give examples of ways the Constitution limits the powers of the federal government (e.g., election of public officers, separation of powers, checks and balances, Bill of Rights).
	S
	How do our core democratic values and constitutional principles limit the powers of the federal government?
	Some examples of the ways the Constitution limits the powers of the federal government are checks and balances, separation of powers, the Bill of Rights, and the election of public officials.
	

	4 - C3.0.2 Give examples of powers granted to the federal government (e.g., coining of money, declaring war) and those reserved for the states (e.g., driver’s license, marriage license).
	S
	How does our federal government work?
	Powers of government are divided between states and federal government. Examples of federal powers include coining of money, declaring war, and signing treaties.  Examples of state powers include issuing drivers' licenses and marriage licenses.
	

	4 - C3.0.3 Describe the organizational structure of the federal government in the United States (legislative, executive, and judicial branches).
	S
	How does our federal government work?
	The federal government is made up of three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial.
	

	4 - C3.0.4 Describe how the powers of the federal government are separated among the branches.
	S
	How does our federal government work?
	The legislative branch makes the laws, the executive branch enforces the laws, and the judicial branch interprets the laws.
	

	4 - C3.0.5 Give examples of how the system of checks and balances limits the power of the federal government (e.g., presidential veto of legislation, courts declaring a law unconstitutional, congressional approval of judicial appointments).
	S
	How does our federal government work?
	Checks and balances limit the power of the federal government. Each of the branches of government has certain powers and the ability to limit the powers of the other branches. Together the system works to limit the power of the federal government.  An example of checks might be using the presidential veto, declaring a law unconstitutional, congressional approval of judicial appointments.
	

	4 - C3.0.6 Describe how the President, members of the Congress, and justices of the Supreme Court come to power (e.g., elections versus appointments).
	S
	How does our federal government work?
	The President is elected by the electoral college, reflecting the popular vote of the states. Members of Congress are selected by direct popular election. Justices of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President and approved by the Senate.
	

	4 - C3.0.7 Explain how the federal government uses taxing and spending to serve the purposes of government.
	S
	How does our federal government work?
	The purposes of government are identified in the Preamble to the Constitution. They are to establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure liberty. To serve the purposes of government, citizens and businesses are taxed. The government uses the revenue from taxes to implement programs that fulfill the purposes of government. Some examples would be funding the military to provide for the common defense and funding the federal court system to establish justice. 
	

	C5 Roles of the Citizen in American Democracy
Explain important rights and how, when, and where American citizens demonstrate their responsibilities by participating in government.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - C5.0.1 Explain responsibilities of citizenship        (e.g., initiating changes in laws or policy, holding public office, respecting the law, being informed and attentive to public issues, paying taxes, registering to vote and voting knowledgeably, serving as a juror).
	S
	What are the rights and responsibilities of citizenship?
	Some responsibilities of citizenship include holding public office, respecting the law, being informed and attentive to public issues, paying taxes, registering to vote and voting responsibly, and serving as jurors.
	

	4 - C5.0.2 Describe the relationship between rights and responsibilities of citizenship.
	S
	What are the rights and responsibilities of citizenship?
	All rights come with responsibilities. Some ways citizens can demonstrate civic responsibility are by participating thoughtfully and effectively in community, state and national decisions, respecting the rights of others, respecting the rule of law, voting, or volunteering.  The rights of citizens are inalienable, and a major responsibility of the government is to protect those rights. The power of government is derived from the people; therefore it is the responsibility of citizens to act to ensure good government. 
	

	4 - C5.0.3 Explain why rights have limits.
	S
	What are the rights and responsibilities of citizenship?
	The responsibility of government is to protect the rights, lives, and safety of everyone; therefore the rights of individuals are sometimes limited to protect the rights of others. Free speech is limited by laws to prevent an individual from yelling "fire!" in a crowded theater when there is no fire; the right to own property and do with it as you choose may be limited to prevent pollution of ground water.
	

	4 - C5.0.4 Describe ways citizens can work together to promote the values and principles of American democracy.
	S
	How do citizens work together to promote values and principles of American democracy?
	Some examples of people working together to promote values and principles of American democracy are when we work for the common good, participate in service projects, inform each other about election issues, participate in block clubs and neighborhood associations, and respect the rights of others.
	

	E1 Market Economy
Use fundamental principles and concepts of economics to understand economic activity in a market economy.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - E1.0.1 Identify questions economists ask in examining the United States (e.g., What is produced? How is it produced? How much is produced? Who gets what is produced? What role does the government play in the economy?).
	C
	What questions do economists ask?
	Questions economists ask include What is produced? How is it produced? How much is produced? Who gets what is produced? What role does the government play in the economy?
	

	4 - E1.0.2 Describe some characteristics of a market economy (e.g., private property rights, voluntary exchange, competition, consumer sovereignty, incentives, specialization).
	S
	How does a market economy work?
	Some characteristics that make a market economy work include private property rights, voluntary exchange, competition, consumer sovereignty, incentives, and specialization.
	

	4 - E1.0.3 Describe how positive (e.g., responding to a sale, saving money, earning money) and negative (e.g., library fines, overdue video rental fees) incentives influence behavior in a market economy.
	S
	How does a market economy work?
	In a market economy, people respond to incentives in predictable ways. For example, when a store offers rebates on popular items, sales increase. When a business assesses a fine for an overdue rental, people generally respond by bringing things back on time.
	

	4 - E1.0.4 Explain how price affects decisions about purchasing goods and services (substitute goods).
	S
	How does a market economy work?
	In a market economy, when the price of a good or service increases, people will consider purchasing substitute goods.  Some examples are when the price of hotdog buns increases, consumers could consider purchasing bread instead; when the price of admission to a water park increases, consumers could choose to go to the public beach; when the price of a new car goes up, consumers may choose to purchase a used car.
	

	4 - E1.0.5 Explain how specialization and division of labor increase productivity (e.g., assembly line).
	S
	How does a market economy work?
	Productivity increases mean more output for the same amount of input. When producers specialize, they can realize increases in productivity because they can concentrate their resources toward the production of a single good or service. An example might be a teacher who teaches multiple sections of one subject area instead of being responsible for all subjects. His or her time spent preparing lessons will have impact on more students.  When producers specialize, they can divide the production process into steps and assign laborers to a single task or set of tasks. Using an assembly line method increases production.
	

	4 - E1.0.6 Explain how competition among buyers results in higher prices, and competition among sellers results in lower prices (e.g., supply, demand).
	S
	How does a market economy work?
	Some consumers will be willing to pay a higher price for a good that is in limited supply. This principle of economics will cause the market price to go up.  For example, playoff tickets for sporting events are more expensive than tickets for regular season games because the supply is limited and there are more potential consumers. When sellers compete for sales, the result is lower prices. For example, when there are many places that sell pizza in a neighborhood, competition among producers results in lower prices compared to prices in neighborhoods with a single pizza supplier.
	

	4 - E1.0.7 Demonstrate the circular flow model by engaging in a market simulation, which includes households and businesses and depicts the interactions among them.
	C
	How does a market economy work?
	A market simulation can depict the interaction between households and business and demonstrate the circular flow model. For example, students can sell their labor to businesses in return for a wage, which they spend for goods and services. Businesses purchase goods and services from other businesses which employ laborers who also spend their wages for goods and services.  Households can provide capital for business by investing in stocks or purchasing bonds.
	

	4 - E1.0.8 Explain why public goods (e.g., libraries, roads, parks) are not privately owned.
	S
	How does a market economy work?
	In a market economy, public goods are provided by the government only when it is more efficient or safe than having them provided by private business. Some examples of public goods are computers, books, and other resources in public libraries, roads, public parks, municipal busses, traffic lights, and bridges.
	

	E2 National Economy
Use fundamental principles and concepts of economics to understand economic activity in the United States.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - E2.0.1 Explain how changes in the United States economy impacts levels of employment and unemployment (e.g., changing demand for natural resources, changes in technology, changes in competition).
	C
	How does the national economy work?
	Changes in the United States economy impact levels of employment. A change in technology would result in changes in levels of employment in some sectors that depend on skilled workers. The demand for natural resources would change because some industries would expand and others would be eliminated or greatly reduced, causing changes in employment levels.
	

	E3 International Economy
Use fundamental principles and concepts of economics to understand economic activity in the global economy.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - E3.0.1 Describe how global competition affects the national economy (e.g., outsourcing of jobs, increased supply of goods, opening new markets, quality controls).
	C
	How does the international economy work?
	The national economy benefits from businesses that can compete globally. A good or service will be produced in the location that has the lowest production costs. Jobs follow production. Voluntary trade increases the availability and consumption of goods and services at the lowest cost. Global competition affects our national economy because U. S. owned businesses have the opportunity to compete in new markets, as non U.S. owned businesses have the opportunity to compete for business in the United States.  Competition results in the best quality products being offered for the lowest price.
	

	P3.1 Identifying and Analyzing Public Issues
Clearly state a problem as a public policy issue, analyze various perspectives, and generate and evaluate possible alternative resolutions.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - P3.1.1 Identify public issues in the United States that influence the daily lives of its citizens.
	C
	What are the public issues that influence the daily lives of United States citizens?
	Public issues that affect the lives of citizens in the United States may include environmental concerns, jobs, working conditions, civil rights, safety and education.
	

	4 - P3.1.2 Use graphic data and other sources to analyze information about a public issue in the United States and evaluate alternative resolutions.
	S
	How do you analyze information about a public policy issue? How do you evaluate alternative resolutions to a public policy issue?
	1) Use graphic data, charts and visual data to inform decision making.  2) Understand a variety of points of view. Resolutions differ depending on an individual's interpretation of core democratic values. For example, the issue of diverting water from the Great Lakes to benefit southwestern states should first be analyzed by checking information/data about the issue. Next, look at differing points of view, such as those held by a western rancher or agricultural field worker, a lakeshore home owner, or a Great Lakes fisherman, and evaluating each proposed resolution based on core democratic values.
	

	4 - P3.1.3 Give examples of how conflicts over core democratic values lead people to differ on resolutions to a public policy issue in the United States.
	S
	How do conflicts over core democratic values lead people to differ on the resolution of a public policy issue?
	One way core democratic values conflict with one another is when the pursuit of happiness clashes with serving the common good. An example of this conflict would be when the recreational fisherman or boater on the Great Lakes has their recreational opportunities diminished because of diversion of Great Lakes water to provide low-cost water alternatives to farmers and ranchers in the west. The western farmers and ranchers contend that diversion of water would serve the common good because it would keep down prices of raising commodities and therefore keep food prices down for everyone.
	

	P3.3 Persuasive Communication About a Public Issue
Communicate a reasoned position on a public issue.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 - P3.3.1 Compose a brief essay expressing a position on a public policy issue in the United States and justify the position with a reasoned argument.
	C
	How do you let others know what you think about a public policy issue and why?
	One way to let others know what you think about a national public policy issue is to compose a brief essay expressing your position justified with a reasoned argument.
	

	4 - P4.2.1 Develop and implement an action plan and know how, when, and where to address or inform others about a public issue.
	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the United States?
	One way to act constructively to further the public good is to develop a plan to inform others about the problem and know how, when, and where to address a public issue, for example, send or email it to the newspaper, a blog, an elected representative or to others.
	

	P4.2 Citizen Involvement
Act constructively to further the public good.
	 
	 
	 
	

	4 – P4.2.1 Develop and implement an action plan and know how, when, and where to address or inform others about a public issue.
	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the United States?
	One way to act constructively to further the public good is to develop a plan to inform others about the problem and know how, when, and where to address a public issue, for example,  send or email it to the newspaper, a blog, an elected representative or to others.
	

	4 - P4.2.2 Participate in projects to help or inform others.
	C
	What are some of the things we need to do to resolve public issues in the United States?
	One way to act constructively to further the public good is to participate in projects that help or inform others.
	


*C = Assessed at classroom and district levels.

 S = Assessed at classroom, district, and state levels; may be assessed on 6th Grade MEAP.
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