	
UDL/DI Lesson Plan Elements


	UDL/DI Teaching Method
	Supportive Differentiated Instruction Feature(s)

	Provide multiple examples.
	In preparation for this lesson, the teacher created multiple examples of finding and identifying seeds. Additionally, the teacher provided several examples of finding appropriate texts/websites to complete the assignment. Students have multiple examples of texts from which to find information about the life cycle of seeds. As another example, fast growing seeds were planted in the classroom, giving students the opportunity to observe the seed life cycle.

	Highlight critical features.
	Teacher provides critical information for the lesson through oral presentation and highlights critical features in written form, then monitors students to check their focus on important features of the lesson. Additionally, by having texts available in digital format, the teacher or students may literally highlight critical features of the text in preparation of lesson assignments.

	Provide multiple media and formats.
	The teacher located several (4–5) resources, in this case -- books of different reading difficulty, containing the same science constructs on seed life cycles. The books were then made available digitally as well as in audio format for flexible accessibility. Thus, materials were available in a variety of media and formats.

	Support background context.
	Several levels of preparation were designed to support background context: 

· Before this assignment the teacher and students found seeds in a variety of vegetables and fruits. In this way, the concept of seeds was brought out of the abstract; students had experiences seeing and finding seeds from a range of plants.

· Careful instruction was organized to teach students the concept of finding a book that is "just right," helping students to find a book that is challenging, yet not too difficult. This, helped keep students work and learn in their "zone of proximal development" when obtaining background information for the lesson.

	Provide opportunities to practice with support.
	· Students had the option to work in selected pairs as they search for answers to the science questions.

· During guided practice and independent practice portions of each lesson, the teacher provides supports by checking and prompting.

	Offer flexible opportunities for demonstrating skill.
	The design of this lesson allows students varied approaches throughout the lesson. Students may select their best or preferred type of working situation and means for responding.

	Offer choices of content and tools.
	The teacher organized the lesson at multiple points for choice of tools: 

· choice of resource materials,
· choice of access (text, digital, audio), and

· choice of response style.

	Offer adjustable levels of challenge.
	The teacher offers multiple texts, representing a range of difficulty levels, and different means to access these texts. This helps to ensure that researching the answers to science questions is appropriately challenging for each student. For example, if decoding were challenging, the student could use a simpler text and/or access the information via audio or digital read-aloud.

	Offer choices of learning contexts.
	Throughout the lesson the teacher has organized several choices that help diversify the available learning contexts: 

· students can select from a variety of methods to respond to the science questions (written, scribed, recorded),

· students can opt to work independently or with a partner during the assignment completion portion of the lesson, and

· students can select the "right book" based on difficulty and/or interest.


	
UDL/DI Lesson Plan Model

 Mathematics Lesson 

	UDL/DI Teaching Method
	Differentiated Instruction Features

	Provide multiple examples.
	The teacher provides multiple examples through the story of The King's Chessboard and other math problems.

	Highlight critical features.
	The teacher highlights critical features of the mathematics in the story by stopping and calculating the amount of rice accumulating and using a t-table to do so.

	Provide multiple media and formats.
	The teacher reads the story aloud and students have the story to read. The numbers are represented in the story and on the t -table.

	Support background context.
	Teachers analyze or pretest students for key pre-skills and background knowledge.

	Provide ongoing, relevant feedback.
	In cooperative groups, students may receive feedback from the teacher and from peers.

	Offer choices of content and tools.
	Students are assigned to one of three groups tiered by difficulty; all students are working on the same task but with varying supports.

	Offer adjustable levels of challenge.
	Varied supports in the working groups alter the level of independence and difficulty in solving the task.

	
	
	


	
UDL/DI Strategies to Further Minimize Barriers in a
 Lesson Plan for Mathematics 

	Barrier
	UDL/DI Strategy

	Deducting/constructing numeric functions.
	Provide different demonstrations or models of how to use the tools employed in the lesson. Scaffold how to use the t-table and visualize the chessboard.

	Students write an exit card to explain the mathematical story.
	Provide alternative formats for students to express their interpretation of the story and the mathematical implications. For example, speaking, creating a diagram, numerical representations.

	The Locker Problem.
	Consider background knowledge for students entering this mathematical problem. What range of supports could be made available to provide the informational knowledge so that students can focus on the problem-solving component?
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