District TLC Activity January 2008

Combined Questions from all Groups

1. “… the impact of the actual, taught curriculum on school quality, on student learning, is indescribably important” (Schmoker, p.36).

2. “A common, high quality curriculum is just as important to the team (e.g., each PLC) itself. Without it, team members lack a shared focus; they can’t even work effectively” (Schmoker, p. 129).

3. “… within the same grade level, (curriculum) chaos reigns” (Schmoker, p. 37).

4. We have, across our district, a “guaranteed and viable curriculum” (Schmoker).

5. Porter, a researcher at Vanderbilt University states: “Regardless of what a state policy or district curriculum spells out, the classroom teacher decides…what topics to cover” (Schmoker, pp. 36-37).

6.  Our classroom instruction is aligned to our state and district curriculum.

7. “… a recent review of state assessments found that almost all of the items on theses tests… are higher order and inferential in nature” (Schmoker, p. 40).

8. We use state sample questions, student work samples, and assessment guides to help “align curriculum with state assessments” and GLCEs (p. 37).

9. When done well, Quarterly Curriculum Reviews can increase communication, improve learning, and showcase the viable curriculum being taught (Schmoker, pp. 130-131).

District TLC Activity: Group #1

We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee.
– Marian Wright Edelman
Directions: Decide how much each of you personally agrees with the following statements, and show that by filling in each of the containers below the statement. Then, discuss your views with individuals in your group. Also, chose a spokesperson(s) to share highpoints of your small group discussion with everyone during our grand conversation.

1. “… the impact of the actual, taught curriculum on school quality, on student learning, is indescribably important” (Schmoker, p.36).


2. “A common, high quality curriculum is just as important to the team (e.g., each PLC) itself. Without it, team members lack a shared focus; they can’t even work effectively” (Schmoker, p. 129).


3. “… within the same grade level, (curriculum) chaos reigns” (Schmoker, p. 37).


District TLC Activity: Group #2

We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee.
– Marian Wright Edelman
Directions: Decide how much each of you personally agrees with the following statements, and show that by filling in each of the containers below the statement. Then, discuss your views with individuals in your group. Also, chose a spokesperson(s) to share highpoints of your small group discussion with everyone during our grand conversation.

4. We have, across our district, a “guaranteed and viable curriculum” (Schmoker).


5. Porter, a researcher at Vanderbilt University states: “Regardless of what a state policy or district curriculum spells out, the classroom teacher decides…what topics to cover” (Schmoker, pp. 36-37).


6. “… within the same grade level, (curriculum) chaos reigns” (Schmoker, p. 37).


District TLC Activity: Group #3

We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee.
– Marian Wright Edelman
Directions: Decide how much each of you personally agrees with the following statements, and show that by filling in each of the containers below the statement. Then, discuss your views with individuals in your group. Also, chose a spokesperson(s) to share highpoints of your small group discussion with everyone during our grand conversation.

7. Our classroom instruction is aligned to our state and district curriculum.


8. “… a recent review of state assessments found that almost all of the items on theses tests… are higher order and inferential in nature” (Schmoker, p. 40).


9. “… within the same grade level, (curriculum) chaos reigns” (Schmoker, p. 37).


District TLC Activity: Group #4

We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee.
– Marian Wright Edelman
Directions: Decide how much each of you personally agrees with the following statements, and show that by filling in each of the containers below the statement. Then, discuss your views with individuals in your group. Also, chose a spokesperson(s) to share highpoints of your small group discussion with everyone during our grand conversation.

10. We use state sample questions, student work samples, and assessment guides to help “align curriculum with state assessments” and GLCEs (p. 37).


11. When done well, Quarterly Curriculum Reviews can increase communication, improve learning, and showcase the viable curriculum being taught (Schmoker, pp. 130-131).


12. “… within the same grade level, (curriculum) chaos reigns” (Schmoker, p. 37).
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