Advanced Placement Literature

Course Syllabus
Room 201

Mr. Young

348-2135

young.gd.t@petoskeyschools.org
Course Description: 

Advanced Placement Literature is a college level course.  Students are expected to read, write, and speak about literature on a regular basis.  Assignments will vary and include expository, analytical, and argumentative writing and speaking assignments.  Students are expected to demonstrate mastery of directed skills in a progressive manner.  At the conclusion of the class, all students will take the Advanced Placement Exam in Literature and Composition, given each year in early May.  

Required Texts:

1) Reading and Writing From Literature by J Schweibert, 3rd Edition, Houghton, Mifflin

2) The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck *

3) Peace Like A River, Enger *

4) All The Pretty Horses, McCarthy *

* summer reading selections


5) Inferno, Alighieri

6) Catch 22, Heller

7) Jude The Obscure, Hardy

8) Heart of Darkness, Conrad

9) Things Fall Apart, Achebe

10) Death of A Salesman, Miller

11) Macbeth, Shakespeare

Required Materials:

Students are required to maintain the following class materials:

1) A 2 inch (minimum) 3 ring binder for handouts

2) Designated Writing Journal

3) Class handouts

4) In class portfolio

5) Class assigned novels

6) A school accessible computer profile for saving and producing typed work

7) Major Works Data Sheets

Additional materials that are strongly suggested:

1) A collegiate or better dictionary

2) A thesaurus

3) A dictionary of quotations

4) An anthology of classic and contemporary poetry, such as a Norton’s Anthology

5) AP Practice Materials, such as Barron’s or Cliff’s Notes

Assessment:

A combination of assessment tools will be used, including essays, presentations/speeches, classroom discussions, quizzes, tests, and exams.  All students will participate in the AP Exam in early May, either the “official” exam administered by the College Board, or a released exam proctored by the instructor.  Timed writings will be scored using the AP nine point (9-0) rubric.  Not all written work will be graded.  Speeches and presentations will be graded on rubrics specific to the individual assignments, and the discussions will be graded on both participation and relevance.  Grades are determined by the total number of points earned divided by the total number of points possible.  All graded work will be assigned a point value, determined by the assignment’s difficulty and the time involved.  

Extended Essays:

Students will complete an extended essay at the completion of each major reading assignment. These essays will be graded on the AP nine- point (9-0) rubric. Each essay will take place after class discussion, after annotation, and after review of the essay’s prompt.  

AP Timed Writing:

Students will complete AP format timed writings approximately three times per quarter.  These assignments will be based on current class reading selections, and will provide a format for discussion of topics such as tone, diction, audience, purpose, theme, and form.  These assignments will involve analysis of prompts, annotation of material, and revision of response. Revision will be take place after self-editing, peer editing, or instructor editing.  

AP Multiple Choice 

Students will complete AP format multiple-choice selections approximately once per week for quarters one through three.  These practice sessions will involve questions from released exams. Students will work on the selections individually, and then when complete, collaborate to refine and revise.
Reading Journal

Students will compile a reading journal containing notes about each major class assigned work, as well as student selected works. Journals will serve as the basis for discussion sessions, as well as a valuable resource for preparing for quizzes, tests, and essays.  Journals will be evaluated for a participation grade at the completion of each discussion session.   The Major Works Data Sheets will be collected for each major work considered.
Course Schedule

Because the expectations in this class are similar to those of an entry-level college class, regular attendance is vital.  Discussions make up an important component of the class dynamic, so participation in said discussions is critical to long-term success.  Additionally, students are expected to adhere to school-wide requirements regarding attendance and absence from class.  Any excused absence results in a similar number of days to complete worked missed because of absence. Students absent on the day an assignment are expected to submit the missing assignment immediately upon return to class. Any work missed due to an unexcused absence will mean a forfeiture of credit.  Major assignments will be aligned with the district schedule whenever possible.

First Quarter: Four-Step Writing Process, Reading Notebook, and Annotation

Week 1-3: Summer Reading

1. Discussion/ Analysis of Steinbeck and alternate author

2. Written response to Steinbeck’s cultural framework

3. Major Works Data Sheet for Steinbeck

4. Book Talk: Discussion of Steinbeck and McCarthy/Enger

5. Revision for vocabulary precision/transitions

6. Schweibert: Chapters 1-5/ Reading, Questioning, and Annotating

Week 4-5: The Hero

1. Gilgamesh-selections

2. Iliad-selections

3. Schweibert: Chapter 6-10/Responding To Literature

4. Reader Response Journal: Is Heroism relative?

5. Written and illustrated Hero Tale w/ annotated appendix

6. Revision for character’s voice/ story’s tone

Week 6-8: Allegory

1. Young Goodman Brown

2. The Minister’s Black Veil

3. Schweibert: Chapters 12-13/Revising; Chapter 14/Short Story

4. Generalization versus Specific Detail

5. MLA formatted citations

6. Revision for Detail/Citations

Week 9-: Dante’s Inferno

1. Italian political history

2. Heaven, hell, and purgatory

3. Major Works Data Sheet due

4. Book Talk: Discussion of Inferno

5. Schweibert, Chapter 15/Poetry; Chapter 23/ Individual in Society 

6. Reader Response Journal: 

7. Portfolio Review

8. Selections for Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

Second Quarter: Recursive Writing, and Argument

Week 10-12: Dante, continued

Week 13-16: Parody and Satire

1. David Sedaris/ Dave Berry/ others

2. Film clips-MASH

3. Catch 22

4. Book Talk: Discussion of Catch 22

5. Your Parody of AP Lit Class

6. Revision for Figurative Language and Structure

7. Schweibert, Chapter 24/ Conflict and Change

 Quarter Three: Critical Drafting, and Revision

 Week 17-22: Cultural Influences

1. Begin Heart of Darkness

2. Review Allegory

3. Chiaroscuro

4. Apocalypse Now scenes/ African history handouts

5. Major Works Data Sheet

6. T.S. Eliot-The Hollow Men

7. Chinua Achebe critique of Conrad

8. Discussion of Achebe’s merits/ shortcomings

9. W.B. Yeats-The Second Coming

10. Schweibert, Chapter 16/Essays; Chapter 24, continued

Week 23-25: Poetry Analysis Project Final

1. Review tone, diction, imagery, structure

2. Presentation: Poet and his/her influences, background

3. Argumentative Position

4. Critical analysis from secondary source

5. Schweibert, Chapter 22/ Experience and Identity

Quarter Four: Research, and Reflection

Week 26: The AP Exam

All students will take the AP exam, either the “official” test administered by the College Board, or a released copy administered by the teacher.  

Week 27-29: Anti Hero

1. Hero Review

2. Don Quixote

3. One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest

4. Cool Hand Luke

Week 30-32: Reflection

1. Self Portrait format

2. Bob Dylan lyrics, Self Portrait

3. Examples of previous submissions

4. Choosing text, poetry and prose

5. Presentation of Self Portrait for class review

