Syllabus: AP English Language and Composition (AP Comp)




Course Overview

The course overview is taken from the AP English Course Description published by the College Board.

As a college-level course, AP Comp’s purpose is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers. Varied writing focuses on expository, analytical, and argumentative styles. Students must read primary and secondary sources carefully, synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, and correctly cite sources. This course assumes that students understand and use Standard English grammar. The informed use of research materials and the ability to synthesize varied sources are integral parts of the course. All students participate in the nationally recognized AP Exam in May.

Texts

PRIMARY -- The Brief Bedford Reader, 8th Ed. (BBR) – provided by instructor

SECONDARY -- 50 Essays, A Portable Anthology (50) – packets provided by instructor  

BOOK GROUPS --  various editions and publishers; lending program and student purchase

Angela’s Ashes, by Frank McCourt **


** – required summer reading

West With the Night, by Beryl Markham **

Memoirs of a Geisha, by Arthur Golden **

The Good Earth, Pearl S. Buck

The Awakening, by Kate Chopin

The Story of My Life, by Helen Keller

My Antonia, by Willa Cather

The Fountainhead, by Ayn Rand – optional: submission of essay to the Ayn Rand Institute’s annual essay competition

Course Plan

We will study, model, and practice expository, analytical, and persuasive writing through a presentation of various writing styles: narrative, descriptive, example, comparison and contrast, definition, process analysis, cause and effect, and argumentation and persuasion. As we move through the differing styles, we will constantly be identifying rhetorical strategies found in the assigned readings, practicing these same strategies in our own writing, and relating this knowledge to practice AP style prompts, multiple choice reading selections, and current journalistic and academic writing. In our analysis of writing, the goal will remain to successfully identify an author’s - as well as our own - purpose, thesis, overriding tone, intended audience, and effective use of rhetorical devices. 

Assessment
Knowledge and skills developed in this course will be assessed through essays, speeches, class discussion, quizzes, tests, and a first semester exam. All students will participate in the AP English Language and Composition Exam in May – either the “official” exam or a released exam proctored by the instructor. Completion of this exam satisfies the final exam requirement.

Students’ grades are based on an accumulated-point system (total points accumulated divided by total possible). The number of points for each assignment is based on that assignment’s complexity and overall importance to the objectives of this course. Timed writings are scored using the AP nine-point rubric (9-1); other essays are scored on the collegiate four-point (4.0) scale. Not every written assignment will be graded. Traditional daily grades are not given. This is a college-level class; how well you are prepared will be apparent to the instructor, therefore, there is no need to check daily homework.

Essays
Initial in-class writing, relative to the assigned summer reading, will serve as a diagnostic tool for the instructor; from these class samples, Focus Correction Areas (FCA) will be identified, and progress can then be measured throughout the year. Typically, we stress – to varying degrees – the FCA identified by Collins which are: clarify topic/purpose in introduction – end with strong conclusion; use content vocabulary; elaborate paragraphs with sufficient/relevant details; vary sentence beginnings/lengths/types; use word choice appropriate to audience and purpose; use end marks and commas; use consistent verb tenses. Because our district employs the Collins Writing Method throughout the grade levels, this will be familiar to you as you begin AP Comp.

You will complete six or seven major essays (Collins Method Type 4), and at least one major speech during the year. Your active commitment to each major essay will span two to three weeks in order to adequately practice all aspects of the recursive writing process. During the revision process, you will be required to complete Syntax Analysis Charts for your major essays. Two of the major essays are researched argumentative pieces. You will be required to conduct some of your research outside of school; during class time we will focus on implementing correct MLA style for in-text citations and lists of works cited. We practice self-editing as well as peer-editing and evaluation in the revision process. The instructor is not your proofreader; you must become your own best critic and strive to produce a quality piece of writing whenever a “polished” piece of work is requested. In addition, you will complete four college application essays (Collins Method Type 5); you may keep these on file for use next year during your college application process.

We also write informally, on a daily basis. Initially, we will study tone, diction, audience, purpose, syntax, mood, and voice in very brief pieces each day at the beginning of class. This informal writing will be kept in your classroom journal. Additionally, you will keep a record of each author/piece studied and any additional information regarding each piece of writing/lyric/poem/music/etc. Ultimately, each quarter, you will produce a Bibliography that exhibits correct MLA style.
AP Timed Writings
You will complete approximately fifteen timed writing essays before the AP exam in May; this activity occurs on a bi-weekly schedule. Students will initially analyze timed writing prompts, then move to timed annotation, before attempting their first practiced timed writing. Prompts are presented to coincide with the weekly reading assignments and, as much as possible, are presented for similar historical period, syntax, and diction. Timed writings provide practice in exposition, rhetorical analysis, and argumentation. As with all other writing assignments, timed writings involve self scoring and evaluation, peer evaluation, revision, and instructor scoring -- all aspects of the recursive writing process. Of the total timed writing essays you practice, one will be scored by the instructor at the end of each quarter; four of the timed writings will be synthesis essays. The final synthesis essay will be scored by the instructor.

AP Multiple-Choice Items

Students practice reading selections initially during untimed periods, then in a timed situation; students will also respond to corresponding multiple choice (m/c) test items. This is done with both previewed and previously unseen readings. Class time is necessary to “unpack” these essays/excerpts and their related m/c test items, and we discuss these in class. Many of these m/c items also serve as “spot checks” for retention of rhetorical terminology.  It is essential that students evolve from a previous pattern of “read and regurgitate” to “read and analyze.” We do not simply read for information or to memorize facts; we study how writers employ language and to what effect. 

COURSE SCHEDULE – pending contractual district calendar and announcement of statewide 2008 ACT testing dates. Quarterly divisions of the academic year are approximate. Holiday breaks noted are approximate; final dates will be provided when known.

Because this class is modeled on a three-credit college freshman English composition course, we use our class periods as follows: three periods (M/Tu/W) are devoted to lecture, discussion, analysis of assigned readings; one period (Th) is used for timed writings and multiple-choice practice and discussion; one period (F) is used for tests, quizzes, and book groups.

Assigned work is accomplished before its due date. Do not expect to use class time for homework.

FIRST QUARTER  
FOCUS: introduction to AP standards and “Freshman Comp” expectations

 introduction to writer’s voice, purpose, thesis, audience, effectiveness (Quarters 1-4) 




 interpretation and analysis of visual “language” (1-4)




 annotating text (1-4)




 introduction to MLA style and standards (1-4)




 rhetorical terms and textbook glossary (1-4)

 Narration, Description, Example
Week 1

Introduction to Course:
AP standards

Sept 5

Summer assignment: discussion of summer reading WWTN


Daily “starters” -- PURPOSE


Diagnostic in-class ESSAY #1; TEST – relative to summer reading


Rhetorical terms I and Textbook Glossary items I

Week 2

Summer assignment: finish discussion WWTN
Sept 10

Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE



Self-evaluation of diagnostic in-class writing prompt // class Focus Correction Areas (FCA)



AP Essays – student samples for each score 1 – 9 – read and discuss; AP standards


Rhetorical terms II and Textbook Glossary items II

BOOK GROUP 1a– summer reading choice #1 // rubric for discussion grade // discussion prompts supplied during first meeting of each new book to be discussed; TEST before groups meet

Week 3

BBR – Introduction: “Why Read?,” Ch. 1, “Reading Critically”

Sept 17

Annotation Logs – expectations and schedule for evaluation



Frames of Mind, Ch. 2, “An Introduction to Visual Understanding”



Daily “starters” -- VISUAL

AP Essays – analysis of prompts: analyze, refute, challenge, defend, persuade

AP Essays – student samples for each score 1 – 9 – read and discuss; AP standards

Syntax Analysis Charts introduced – initial use with ESSAY #1, revision for FCA, self and peer edit

Rhetorical terms III and Textbook Glossary items III



BOOK GROUP 1b– summer reading novel of choice

Week 4

BBR – Ch. 2, “Why Write?”

Sept 24

Daily “starters” -- DICTION


Rhetorical terms IV and Textbook Glossary items IV and QUIZ



Introduce SOAPSTone – text analysis strategy and method for initial instruction how to craft



  a more thoughtful thesis (developed by Tommy Boley)


Timed Writing (TW) practice #1 – self-score with rubric and student samples



BOOK GROUP 1c - summer reading novel of choice

Week 5

BBR – Ch. 3, “Using and Documenting Sources” and Bedford/St. Martin’s online resource

Oct 1

Daily “starters” – reading footnotes and citations for information

Diana Hacker web resource



Documented essay – Greg Tartaglia



Primary and secondary sources, plagiarism, integration of quotes, summary/paraphrase



MLA: parenthetical references, list of works cited



Works Cited I – in class, to date

Week 6

BBR – Ch. 4, “Narration: Telling a Story,” Visual Image, Maya Angelou, Amy Tan

Oct 8

50 – Langston Hughes, David Sedaris



Daily “starters” -- Carly Simon – a lyrical strand, three songs: NARRATION/TONE/VOICE

Discuss thesis, purpose, tone, generalization, and audience

SOAPSTone strategy
WWTN – revisit this narrative/memoir


Rhetorical terms V and Textbook Glossary items V



Revisit TW practice #1 // peer-evaluation and constructive criticism with rubric



Revise TW practice #1 // self-score, indicate improvements

BOOK GROUP 1d – final discussion, rotate books, form new groups

Week 7

BBR – Ch. 4, “Narration: Telling a Story,” Visual Image, Sherman Alexie, Barbara Huttman

Oct 15

50 -- George Orwell, Maxine Hong Kingston

Discuss thesis, purpose, tone, generalization, and audience

Daily “starters” – SYNTAX & PURPOSE
Rhetorical terms VI and Textbook Glossary items VI and QUIZ

TW practice #2 – self-evaluation with rubric and student samples

ESSAY #2 – Epiphany, read “Green Gulch” by Loren Eiseley

BOOK GROUP 2a– summer novel #2; TEST before groups meet
Week 8
BBR – Ch. 5, “Description: Writing With Your Senses,” Auditory Image, Joan 

Oct 22
Didion,JhumpLahiri,


 Brad Manning, Sarah Vowell , E. B. White


50 – Eudora Welty

Too Close to the Falls, “Warty”



It Was a Dark and Stormy Night, Chris Rice – selected passages

SOAPSTone strategy

Daily “starters” – DICTION & PURPOSE

ESSAY #2 – revision, Syntax Analysis Chart
Timed Writing (TW) practice #2 – self-score with rubric and student samples



BOOK GROUP 2b 

Week 9

BBR – Ch. 6, “Example: Pointing to Instances,” Visual Image, Bill Bryson, Brent Staples

Oct 29

50 –Thomas Jefferson, Scott Russell Sanders

SOAPSTone strategy



Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE & PURPOSE


AP “style” multiple choice items – relative to selections from 50 Essays

ESSAY #2 – revision
BOOK GROUP 2c –

Week 10

BBR – Ch. 6, “Example: Pointing to Instances,” Visual Image, Anna Quindlen, Barbara L. Ascher

Nov 5

Daily “starters” – PURPOSE

Timed Writing (TW) practice #3 – self-score and instructor-score with rubric



BOOK GROUP 2d - final discussion, rotate books, form new groups

Week 11

BBR – Ch. 3, “Using and Documenting Sources” and Bedford/St. Martin’s online resource

Nov 12

Daily “starters” – reading footnotes and citations for information

Diana Hacker web resource



Primary and secondary sources, plagiarism, integration of quotes, summary/paraphrase



MLA: parenthetical references, list of works cited



Works Cited II – in class, to date



Synthesis Essay: introduction, prompt analysis, student samples, reading selections



TEST: Narration, Description, Example, MLA style

SECOND QUARTER
FOCUS: Quarters 1 – 4 items (see First Quarter)

Thematic readings: Humor and Satire
 Comparison and Contrast, Process Analysis, Argumentation

Week 12
BBR – Humor and Satire thematic essays–Visual Image, Judy Brady, Dave Barry (also article: 

Nov 19 
“The DaVinci Code”), H. L. Mencken, Jessica Mittford



50 – Jonathan Swift

SOAPSTone strategy



AP “style” multiple choice items – relative to selections from 50 Essays

Daily “starters” -- TONE


BOOK GROUP 3a – rotation of  Buck, Cather, Chopin, Keller; TEST before groups meet

Thanksgiving Break

Week 13
BBR – Ch. 7, “Comparison and Contrast: Setting Things Side by Side,” Visual Image, Suzanne

Nov 26
Britt, Dave Barry


Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE

SYNTHESIS #1 // (TW) #4 – self-score with rubric and student samples



BOOK GROUP 3b 

Week 14
BBR – Ch. 7, “Comparison and Contrast: Setting Things Side by Side,” Visual Image, Bruce 

Dec 3
Catton, Nancy Mairs


50 – Plato, Henry David Thoreau


ESSAY #3 – 50 Essays, page 422, prompt #3, Syntax Analysis Chart

SOAPSTone strategy


Daily “starters” -- PURPOSE


AP “style” multiple choice items – relative to selections from 50 Essays


BOOK GROUP – 3c

Week 15

BBR – Ch. 8, “Process Analysis: Explaining Step by Step,” Visual Image, Lucinda Rosenfeld,

Dec 10

Linnea Saukko

Daily “starters” – SYNTAX

SYNTHESIS #1 // (TW) #4 – analysis and discussion, MLA style – in-text citations

ESSAY #3 – revision

“ESSAY” #4 – process analysis project



BOOK GROUP 3d - final discussion

Week 16
BBR – Ch. 8, “Process Analysis: Explaining Step by Step,” Visual Image, Horace Miner, Jessica 

Dec 17
Mittford


50 – Frederick Douglass, Malcolm X

AP “style” multiple choice items – relative to selections from 50 Essays

Daily “starters” -- DICTION

ESSAY #4 - “How To” projects presented

ESSAY #3 - revision

Holiday Break

Week 17

BBR – Ch. 3, “Using and Documenting Sources”

Jan 2

Daily “starters” – reading footnotes and citations for information


Primary and secondary sources, plagiarism, integration of quotes, summary/paraphrase



Documented essay – Russell Baker



MLA: parenthetical references, list of works cited



Works Cited III – in class, to date

(TW) #5 – self-score and peer evaluation with rubric and student samples



BOOK GROUP 4a – rotation: Buck, Cather, Chopin, Keller; TEST before groups meet

Week 18

BBR – Childhood and Family thematic essays: Emily Prager, Shelby Steele, M.F.K. Fisher,

Jan 7

Maxine Hong Kingston, David Sedaris



Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE & PURPOSE

SOAPSTone strategy



Mixing the methods: Analysis of writing styles present // purpose // tone // audience



AP “style” multiple choice questions – no previous reading of passages // analysis & discussion

TEST: Comparison and Contrast, Process Analysis, MLA style



BOOK GROUP 4B

Week 19
BBR – Ch. 13, “Argument and Persuasion: Stating Opinions and Proposals,” Visual/Auditory

Jan 14
Image: “I Have A Dream”

Martin Luther King

The Critical Eye, Ch. 4, Logical Fallacies



Daily “starters” – SYNTAX & DICTION
SYNTHESIS ESSAY #2 (TW #6) – self-score and peer evaluation with rubric and student samples

ESSAY #5 – Researched Argumentation; current topic TBA

BOOK GROUP – 4c final discussion; rotate groups Buck, Cather, Chopin, Keller

Week 20
BBR – Ch. 13, “Argument and Persuasion: Stating Opinions and Proposals,” Visual Image, 

Jan 21
H. L. Mencken, Michael Kroll

50 – Abraham Lincoln

The Critical Eye, Ch. 4, Logical Fallacies

AP “style” multiple choice questions – no previous reading of passages // analysis and discussion
Daily “starters” – TONE

“The Great Chocolate Debate” – persuasive speeches 

ESSAY #5 – research and revision, Syntax Analysis Chart

Week 21 
BBR – Ch. 13, “Argument and Persuasion: Stating Opinions and Proposals,” Visual Image,

Jan 28

William F. Buckley, Colleen Wenke

Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE

ESSAY #5 – revision, self edit

“The Great Chocolate Debate” – persuasive speeches
SEMESTER EXAM – AP Multiple Choice items (1 hour/52-54 items) and one timed writing

(90 minute exam period)

THIRD QUARTER
FOCUS: Quarters 1 – 4 items (see First Quarter)





 thematic readings: Women and Men; Liberty or Death





 mixing the methods of writing

  Definition, Cause and Effect 





 required district writing samples





 required district ACT preparation and state testing – all Juniors

Week 22

BBR – Ch. 3, “Using and Documenting Sources” and Bedford/St. Martin’s online resource

Feb 4

Diana Hacker web resource

Daily “starters” – reading footnotes and citations for information
Primary and secondary sources, plagiarism, integration of quotes, summary/paraphrase



MLA: parenthetical references, list of works cited



TW #7 – peer score with rubric and student samples / Syntax Analysis Chart completed



Works Cited IV – in class, to date

Week 23

BBR – Women and Men thematic essays: Visual Image, Dave Barry, Meghan Daum, Armin Brott

Feb 11

Mixing the methods: Analysis of writing styles present // purpose // tone // audience

Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE

ESSAY #6 – 50 Essays, pg. 289, prompt #3
BOOK GROUP 5a – rotation of  Buck, Cather, Chopin, Keller; TEST before groups meet

Week 24

BBR – Ch. 12, “Definition: Tracing a Boundary,” Visual Image, Gloria Naylor, Christine Leong

Feb 18

Daily “starters” – PURPOSE

TW #8 – self-score with rubric and student samples 

ESSAY #6 – revision, Syntax Analysis Chart

BOOK GROUP 5b

Week 25

BBR – Ch. 12, “Definition: Tracing a Boundary,” Visual Image, George Will, Marie Winn

Feb 25

Daily “starters” – SYNTAX



ACT/District timed writing (required)



BOOK GROUP 5c -- final discussion; rotate groups Buck, Cather, Chopin, Keller

Week 26
BBR and packets/Liberty or Death: “The Classics” “The Declaration of Independence,” “The

Mar 3
Constitution of the U.S.,” “Civil Disobedience,” “Letter from Birmingham Jail”


Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE & PURPOSE
Mixing the methods: Analysis of writing styles present // purpose // tone // audience



Anguished English, “The History of the World – According to Student Writing,” Richard Lederer



SYNTHESIS ESSAY #3 (TW #9) – instructor-scored with rubric

Week 27

ACT Testing = 3 class days

Mar 10

Finish discussion of readings from previous week.

Week 28

BBR – Ch. 11, “Cause and Effect: Asking Why,” Visual Image, Gore Vidal, Meghan Daum

Mar 17

50 -- Marie Winn



AP “style” multiple choice items related to 50 selection(s) – previewed and new material



Daily “starters” – TONE



BOOK GROUP 6a – rotation of Buck, Cather, Chopin, Keller; TEST before group meets

Week 29

BBR – Ch. 11, “Cause and Effect: Asking Why,” Visual Image

Mar 24

50 – Machiavelli



Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE & PURPOSE



TW #10 – instructor-scored with rubric



ESSAY #7 – Researched Argumentation; current topic TBA
AP “style” multiple choice questions related to 50 selection

TEST: Definition, Cause and Effect, Argumentation and Persuasion

Spring Break

FOURTH QUARTER
FOCUS: Quarters 1 – 4 items (see First Quarter)




 great speeches: audience/purpose/tone





 AP “Boot Camp” and the exam





 college search and research; college essays

Week 30

BBR – Ch. 3, “Using and Documenting Sources” and Bedford/St. Martin’s online resource

Apr 7

Daily “starters” – reading footnotes and citations for information

Diana Hacker web resource



Primary and secondary sources, plagiarism, integration of quotes, summary/paraphrase



MLA: parenthetical references, list of works cited



Works Cited IV – FINAL: in class, to date



ESSAY #7 – revision, Syntax Analysis Chart


TW #11 


BOOK GROUP 6b

Week 31

Thematic essays / Great Speeches: “The Classics,” Lincoln’s “First Inaugural Address,” The Gettsyburg Apr 14

Address,”Queen Elizabeth “Address to Her Troops,” “The Words of Chief Joseph”

Anguished English, “The History of the World – According to Student Writing,” Richard Lederer, part II

Daily “starters” – AUDIENCE & PURPOSE
Mixing the methods: Analysis of writing styles present // purpose // tone // audience

ESSAY #7 – revision, peer edit


BOOK GROUP 6c - final discussion; distribute The Fountainhead
Week 32

TW #12 
Apr 21

AP “style” multiple-choice items – new material



BOOK GROUP – discussion: thematic threads, characters, universal truths

Week 33

SYNTHESIS ESSAY #4 (TW # 13) – instructor-scored with rubric

Apr 28

AP “style” multiple-choice items – new material

Week 34

AP “Boot Camp” – organize yourself, study, review, tips, strategies, relaxation techniques

May 5

AP Testing



The College Essay – The University of Chicago 



“In One Hundred Words” – or less! What do you want your peers to know/remember about you? 

Week 35

AP “Boot Camp” – organize yourself, study, review, tips, strategies, relaxation techniques

May 12

AP Testing



The College Essay – The University of Notre Dame



BOOK GROUP – The Fountainhead
Week 36

The College Essay – Michigan State University

May 19

Speech:  “In One Hundred Words”



BOOK GROUP – The Fountainhead
Week 37

The College Essay – Ivy League Common Application

May 27

Speech:  “In One Hundred Words”



BOOK GROUP – The Fountainhead
Week 38

SEMESTER EXAM – Completion of the AP English Language and Composition Exam

June 2

exempts you from taking an additional final exam in this course. Congratulations.



BOOK GROUP – The Fountainhead – final discussion

Teacher Resources

Course Texts

Cohen, Samuel, ed. 50 Essays, A Portable Anthology. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2004. 

Dean, Nancy. Voice Lessons, Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone. Gainesville, FL: 

Maupin House, 2000. 

Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Jane E. Aaron. The Brief Bedford Reader. 8th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 

2003.

Kennedy, X. J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Jane E. Aaron. The Brief Bedford Reader. 8th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 

2003. <http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/thebedfordreader8e/>.

Course Reference Material – Print

Axelrod, Rise B., and Charles R. Cooper. The St. Martin's Guide to Writing. 5th ed. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1997. 

Hacker, Diana. A Writer's Reference. 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007. 

Lunsford, Andrea A. Easy Writer. 3rd ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2006. 

Course Reference Material – Online

Hacker, Diana. Research and Documentation Online. Bedford/St. Martin's.  <http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/>. 

The Owl Family of Sites. Purdue University. <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/>. 

Supplemental Material / Test Practice

Brassil, John , Sandra Coker, and Carl Glover, Ph.D. Writing the Synthesis Essay. Saddle Brook, NJ: Peoples Education, 

2008. 

College Board. 1996 English Language Released Exam. New York: The College Board. 

College Board. 2001 English Language Released Exam. New York: The College Board. 

Hartzell, Ph.D, Richard. Cracking the AP English Language & Composition Exam. New York: Princeton Review 

Publishing, 2006. 

Vogel, Richard, and Charles F. Winans. Multiple-Choice and Free-Response Questions in Preparation for the AP English 

Language and Composition Examination. 5th ed. Brooklyn: D & S Marketing, 2001. 
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