Mrs. Block

Room: 211

Phone: 348-2145

e-mail: block.kg.t@petoskeyschools.org
web:    http://www.petoskeyschools.org/block.kg.t/
Advanced Placement U.S. History Syllabus

APUSH Objectives:

This course has two main objectives: to prepare students for the AP U.S. History exam and to teach AP history students to read, think, and write like historians. Baring any unusual situations, it is my expectation that all students enrolling in this course will take the AP U.S. history exam May 8th. All that we do this year will be based upon these two objectives. Our chapter quizzes and unit tests will consist of AP exam style questions. Our essays will be either free response or document based question (DBQ) essays similar to the exam. We will read the textbook multiple times a week and read secondary historical works. We will read and analyze numerous primary documents. Students will be instructed by way of lecture, discussion, Socratic seminars, “meeting of the minds” discussions, small group work and projects, pairs work, note cards and outlines, and reading analysis questions.

Course Text Book, Secondary Sources, and Primary Textbook

America’s History, 6th ed. by James A. Henretta, David Brody, and Lynn Dumenil; 
Bedford/St. Martin’s., Boston © 2008.

Documents to Accompany America’s History, Volume I, 6th ed. by Melvin Yazawa; 
Bedford/St. Martin’s., Boston © 2008.

Documents to Accompany America’s History, Volume II, 6th ed. by Melvin Yazawa; 
Bedford/St. Martin’s., Boston © 2008.

A People’s History of the United States: 1492-Present by Howard Zinn; HarperCollins Publishers Inc. © 2003.

A Narrative of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass; Dover Publications, Inc. © 1995.

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque; Ballantine Books © 1982.
Grading Criteria:


Your grade will be based upon the following weight: 25% assignments and 75% large assessments.


Assignments will include, but are not limited to, note cards of key terms, chapter outlines, written responses to primary document readings, chapter questions, small writing assignments, and class participation. The range from 5 to 25 points


Large assessments will consist of the following:

· Chapter quizzes using AP style questions (10-15 pts)

· Unit tests from the AP exam including free response essays and DBQs (50 pts)

· Review questions from previous chapters found on tests (5 pts)

· Document based question essays in their entirety or as an activity (50 pts)

· Free response essays (50 pts)

· Socratic seminars in which students must speak (25 pts)

· “meeting of the minds” in which students must speak (25-50 pts)

· Projects, either group, pairs, or single (50 pts)

Semester grades are computed according to school policy. Each semester will be weighted 40%, with the exam counting for 20%. 

All AP students will take their first semester exam as directed by Mr. Snyder. Students may opt out of their second semester exam by taking the AP exam in May. All APUSH students are expected to take the AP exam on May 8th. The cost is $80. 


The following is social studies grading scale:

100-94 A

94-90 A-

89-87   B+

86-84   B

83-80   B-

79-77   C+

76-74   C

73-70   C-

69-67   D+

66-64   D

63-60   D-

59-0   E

Daily Work and Make-up Work


This is a college course and AP students will be treated as college students in terms of work load and student responsibility. Advanced Placement courses are demanding and require daily homework. Students planning to earn a score of 4 or 5 will spend a MINIMUM of FIVE to SEVEN hours per week studying. Begin planning and preparing now to take the A.P. exam in May. Homework is mainly reading and NOT daily written work or take-home worksheets. Active reading is very important! Make notes as you read, attempt to answer thematic questions as you read, and of course write out your questions for class as you read. I will be very brief and broad with my lecture outlines DO NOT expect to skip your reading and pick up the material from my lectures. 

All assignments are given in advance to allow students to organize their time. You will be given a reading calendar at the beginning of each month. The College Board’s AP US History curriculum demands a tight schedule. Every effort will be made to strictly adhere to the syllabus.


Re-takes will only be allowed when revising essays and papers. Because this is a college course, quiz and test grades earned by students will be the grades computed into their marking period grades. 


If a student is absent for any reason, school is canceled, individual classes are canceled for pep rallies or class assemblies, etc., the reading schedule continues as printed. There is too much material to stray from our rigorous agenda. It is the student’s responsibility to initiate make-up work when absent. He/she will receive one day for each day absent per student handbook. 


Late work will be accepted until two weeks from the end of the marking period for 50% credit. Late papers, projects, and essays will be marked down 10% each day up until the 5th day in which it will be half credit until two weeks from the end of the marking period.

Classroom Conduct


A student’s participation during discussion is very important in an APUSH class. You will be called upon if you do not volunteer yourself. 


Students will be expected to work in small groups and pairs. They will be paired with people of different abilities and age levels as well as their peers. 


Cheating and plagiarism result in a zero for the assignment.


I do count tardies and adhere to the student handbook with four tardies resulting in a Saturday school.


Please do not bring I-pods, cell phones, or any food or beverage except water to class. 


Passes will be at my discretion. 

U.S. History Themes


Throughout the chronology of American history major themes will be addressed. The twelve major themes that occur through U.S. history are: 

American Culture: diverse individual and collective expressions through literature, art, philosophy, music, theater, and film throughout U.S. history.  Popular culture and the dimensions of cultural conflict within American society.

American Diversity: diversity of U.S. people and relationships among different groups.  The role of race, class, ethnicity, and gender in the history of the U.S.

American Identity: views of the American national character & ideas about U.S. exceptionalism. Recognizing regional differences within the context of what it means to be an American.  

Demographic Changes: political, social, economic implications – changes in birth, marriage, and death rates; life expectancy and family patterns; population size and density.  The economic, social, and political effects of immigration, internal migration, and migration networks.

Economic Transformation:  changes in trade, commerce, and technology across time.  The effects of capitalist development, labor and unions, and consumerism.

Environmental Issues: ideas about the consumption and conservation of natural resources.  The impact of population growth, industrialization, pollution, and urban and suburban expansion.

Globalization: engagement with the world from the 15th century to present: colonialism, mercantilism, global hegemony, development of markets, imperialism, cultural exchange.

Politics & Citizenship: colonial and revolutionary legacies, U.S. political traditions, growth of democracy, & development of the modern state.  Defining citizenship; struggles for civil rights.

Religion in the U.S.: the variety of religious beliefs and practices in America from prehistory to the 21st century; influence of religion on politics, economics, and society.

Slavery and its impact and legacy: systems of slave labor and other forms of unfree labor (e.g., indentured servants, contract labor) in Native American societies, the Atlantic World, and the American South and West.  The economics of slavery and its racial dimensions.  Patterns of resistance and the long-term economic, political and social effects of slavery.

Social & Political Movements and Reforms:: includes anti-slavery, education, labor, temperance, women’s rights, civil rights, gay rights, public health, and government.

War & Diplomacy: armed conflict from the pre-colonial period to the 21st century; impact of war on American foreign policy and on politics, economy, and society.

Units of Study in A.P. U. S. History:

Unit 1:
Finding America

· Worlds Collide: Europe, Africa, and America (chapter 1)

· The Invasion and Settlement of North America (chapter 2)

Unit 2:
The British in America

· The British Empire in America (3)

· Growth and Crisis in Colonial Society (4)

Unit 3:
The New Republic

· Toward Independence: Years of Decision (5)

· Making War and Republican Governments (6)

Unit 4: A Republican and Economic Revolution

· Politics and Society in the New Republic (7)

· Creating a Republican Culture (8)

· Economic Transformation (9)

· A Democratic Revolution (10)

Unit 5:
Dividing America

· Religion and Reform (11)

· The South Expands: Slavery and Society (12)

· The Crisis of the Union (13)

· Two Societies at War (14)

· Reconstruction (15)

Unit 6:
An Expanding America

· The American West (16)

· Capital and Labor in the Age of Enterprise (17)

· The Industrial City: Building It, Living in It (18)

· Politics in the Age of Enterprise (19)

· The Progressive Era (20)

Unit 7:
Becoming a World Power

· An Emerging World Power (21)

· War and the American State (22)

· Modern Times (23)

· Redefining Liberalism: The New Deal (24)

· The World at War (25)

Unit 8:
The Age of Cold War Liberalism

· Cold War America (26)

· The Age of Influence (27)

· The Liberal Consensus: Flaming Out (28)

· The 1970s: Towards a Conservative America (29)

Unit 9:
Entering a New Era: Conservatism, Globalization, Terrorism

· The Reagan Revolution and the End of the Cold War (30)

· A Dynamic Economy, A Divided People (31)

· Into the Twenty-First Century (32)


This should be an exciting and rigorous year. I am looking forward to facing the challenge with you and doing all I can to help you succeed as an APUSH student. Thank you for taking the challenge!


Mrs. Block

