The Public Schools of Petoskey


McKinney-Vento Act Information &

Rights of Students with Housing Challenges

The Public Schools of Petoskey shall respectfully identify students with housing difficulties and provide an educational environment that treats all students with dignity. Each of these students shall have equal access to the same free and appropriate educational opportunities (FAPE) as students that are not facing such challenges.

Housing challenged (homeless) means that a student lacks a fixed (not subject to change), regular (consistent & nightly), and adequate (lawful & reasonable) nighttime residence due to loss of housing, economic hardships, or other similar situations.

A student is considered to be housing challenged if he/she is presently living in:

· An emergency or transitional shelter,

· shared housing (doubled up) with relatives or others due to lack of housing,

· a hotel, motel, campground, park, or similar situation,

· a car, train station, bus station, abandoned buildings, or other public/private places not meant for human sleeping,

· in hospitals, or other such places, due to abandonment,

· a temporary situation while awaiting foster care placement, or

· an “unaccompanied youth” status- not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian (e.g., run away from home, thrown out, been abandoned, etc.)..

Housing challenged students have the right to:

· Immediate School Enrollment & Class Placement- even if they lack proof of health, immunization or school records, proof of guardianship, or proof of residency,

· A Quick & Accurate Assessment of Educational Needs- district assessment tools,

· Enroll In- school of origin (last enrolled or enrolled while non-homeless) or present district of residence,

· Remain Enrolled- as long as homeless or if becomes permanently housed then may stay until the end of the year when out of residence,

· Participate in Tutorial and Support Programs- as needed (including Title I),

· Free Breakfast & Lunch Programs,

· Obtain Information Regarding Public Support Agencies, and

· Transportation- may receive transportation to the school of origin within reason as long as student is homeless (or if permanently housed until the end of the year).

Other Indicators of housing challenges may include: persistent fatigue, poor health/nutrition, many absences, repeated wearing of clothing or lack of clothing, inability to complete homework tasks, hoarding food, or sudden changes in behavior.

Please address questions to Lynn Slanec, Teaching & Learning Director & Mc-V Liaison Coordinator.
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