Public Schools of Petoskey


Administrative Documentation 

to Acknowledge Federal and State Fall Mandates Regarding Constitution Day, Eye Protection, School Prayer, Highly Qualified Teachers, & ELL Students

Constitution Day: On September 17th, the law requires every school that receives federal funds -- including universities -- to show students a program or provide a learning opportunity on the Constitution for every child. K-12th. Each building principal is responsible for keeping a record that this has occurred. This may include requiring lesson plans, doing walk-throughs, etc. For further information, please go to Board policy 7800 or the website- http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/.

Eye Protection: Please ensure that your staff is updated on required eye protection devices. 115C-166:  The governing board or authority of any public or private school or educational institution within the State, wherein shops or laboratories are conducted providing instructional or experimental programs involving: 

1. Hot solids, liquids or molten metals or other materials; 

2. Milling, sawing, turning, shaping, cutting, or stamping of any solid materials; 

3. High temperatures or gas/electric arc welding; 

4. Repair or servicing of any vehicle; or 

5. Caustic or explosive chemicals or materials, 

shall provide for and require that every student and teacher wear industrial-quality eye protective devices at all times while participating in any such program. These industrial-quality eye protective devices shall be furnished free of charge to the student and teacher. (1969, c. 1050, s. 1; 1981, c. 423, s. 1.)

School Prayer: First, schools must protect the rights of individuals to express their religious faith to the same extent that they are permitted to engage in non-religious topics. However, schools are prohibited from government-sponsored religious activities or expressing a preference for or against religious beliefs. Staff members should be aware that public school officials may not impose their religious beliefs on impressionable students or promote/initiate student prayer or require unwilling students to participate in prayer. However, they may support and give official recognition to this nation's collective religious heritage without risking a violation. The right to engage in voluntary prayer does not include, for example, the right to have a captive audience listen or to compel other students to participate. Additional information may be found in Board Policy 7800 or at: http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/rel_liberty/publicschools/overview.aspx.

Highly Qualified Teachers: All teachers and paraprofessional staff in the Public Schools of Petoskey are Highly Qualified as mandated by the State of Michigan. This information is available to parents on our website and in our Annual Report. Since the No Child Left Behind Act became law on January 8, 2002, all Title I schools are required to inform parents that our teachers are highly qualified in their area of expertise. Please refer to the electronic copy of the letter on this site and include it in your first newsletters.

English Language Learners: By mid-September, please provide the Teaching and Learning Director with a list of students who are English Language Learners or those who live in a home where English is not the primary language spoken.

Principal’s Name (Printed) _______________________________ School ___________________

I have followed the mandates listed above for my school building.

Signature _________________________________________________ Date ________________
Updated 9-3-09


