Public Schools of Petoskey                                                            

Participation of Home-Educated and Non-Public Students in Public School Courses 

and Extra Curricular Activities

This administrative guideline is provided in order to address the issue of equal access for home-schooled and nonpublic students to public school extra curricular activities and classes. 

General Extra Curricular

In Michigan, a home-school or non-public student may enroll in noncore courses at an appropriate school within their home district. These courses include: band, physical education, music, computer, and some AP courses. 

Once a student is enrolled in one or more of these noncore courses, they are eligible to become involved in public school, extra curricular activities. The same eligibility requirements apply. If they are not enrolled in at least one course, then they are not eligible for any public school, extra curricular activities.

Athletics

At the high school level, home-schooled students must meet Michigan High School Athletic Association’s Guidelines for eligibility. These include:

1. The student must be in compliance with Michigan’s home-school laws.

2. The student must meet the same eligibility requirements as a public school student.

A. Must have passed 20 credit hours (approx. 4 classes or 60% of the total periods of work required for regularly enrolled full-time students in the latter school and passing them) in the previous semester.

B. Must be passing 20 credit hours (same as in #1) in the current semester of play.

C. Must be enrolled in the school for which he/she plays.

D. Must meet all age requirements.

3. The student must meet all transfer rules. For example, once enrolled to begin the 9th grade in a school (even a home school), the student is ineligible to play for one full semester in the new school unless there is a full and complete residency change or the original school closes.

4. Recent achievement test scores or academic progress reports are required to maintain eligibility, just as with traditional public school students. The same eligibility requirements apply.

5. All issues must be received by MHSAA, in writing, through the school district’s athletic director or building principal for a final eligibility determination to be rendered.

At the middle school level, a student (i.e., home schooled) may participate in interscholastic athletic activities as a representative of the second school (i.e., Public Schools of Petoskey) provided he or she is taking at least 50% of the total periods of work required for regularly enrolled full-time students in the latter school and passing them and also be enrolled in one or more latter school courses.  
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