Section 504 parental Due process rights 

Information Sheet for Parent(s) & Guardian(s)
	Introduction

When a student is referred for an evaluation because of a suspected handicapping condition, or when a student has been determined to need special instruction or related services, the parent or guardian of that student has certain rights. The purpose of these rights is to help the parent or guardian to ensure that the student has been correctly identified and that the special instruction and services are appropriate to meet the student’s educational needs.

If you have difficulty understanding the content of this information or need an interpreter, please inform the building principal.

	Notice

You have the right to receive notice before the district initiates an evaluation of your child for special services, refuses to evaluate your child for special services, or makes a decision as to whether or not your child has a condition that would warrant making accommodations to meet your child’s educational needs.

	Consent

You have the right to agree or disagree to the proposed district action in evaluating, identifying your child for/not for a 504 plan, or determining accommodations for him/her.

	Evaluation Procedures

1. Evaluations shall be conducted in the student’s native language (or interpreter).

2. Evaluation materials are validated for the specific purpose for which they are used.

3. Trained personnel (in conformity with the instructions of the evaluative tool’s producer) administer the evaluations.

4. Evaluations include those tailored to the specific areas of need and are not just a general IQ test.

5. Evaluation tools are selected and administered to ensure that the results accurately reflect aptitude and achievement levels, rather that the impairment of the person tested (unless the test specifically measures the impairment).

	Your Right to Question the District’s Decision

You have the right to:

1. File a grievance over an alleged violation of Section 504 or the district’s 504 policy.

2. Request mediation or a due process hearing if you question the district’s identification, evaluation, programs, placement, or services for your child, including the rights of a free and appropriate public education (FAPE).

3. Have the hearing conducted by an impartial hearing officer.

4. Be accompanied to the hearing and advised by counsel or individuals with special knowledge or training in handicapping conditions and related problems.

5. Have a record of the hearing.

6. Obtain written findings of the facts and a written decision.

7. Appeal a decision from the local education agency in court.

8. Have your child receive his/her present instruction or services during the time of the administrative proceeding, unless you and the district agree otherwise.
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