Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

Section 504 is a federal civil rights law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of a disability and guarantees individuals with disabilities equal access to an education.

Who is a disabled student under Section 504?

A school-aged child is disabled if:

1. He or she has a physical or mental impairment.

2. The impairment substantially limits (significantly restricts) a student from performing a major life activity.

· Walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, attending school, caring for one’s self, performing manual tasks, learning, etc.

Can a Student be disabled but not qualify under 504?

Yes, since some special needs students may not be “substantially limited” in learning or in other major life activities, they may not be eligible under Section 504.

What does a “free & appropriate” education mean?

It is an education that is based upon procedures that satisfy Section 504’s identification, placement, plan, and due process requirements. It can consist of regular education classes, special education, or other related aides and services that offer “benefit” so that a disabled student may learn (not a maximum or minimum, but of some benefit).

Does a student need a section 504 plan to get reasonable accommodations?

No. Many accommodations and learning needs are met through good teaching practices and differentiated instruction.

What is a section 504 plan?

It is a legal document designed to plan an instructional program to assist students with special needs (e.g., those requiring modifications or accommodations). It is NOT an IEP, as required in special education. (An IEP often requires more specifically designed instruction.)

What are the steps in the 504 process?
1. A referral to the building intervention (RtI) team 

2. A decision by the team to evaluate or not to evaluate 

3. An evaluation- if decided by team

4. Eligibility decided

5. Develop 504 plan- if eligible

6. Annual review of plan

7. Re-evaluate before significant change of placement

How do I find out more about section 504?

Please contact your student’s principal, counselor, or teacher. You can also find out more at the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services’ website, under Office of Civil Rights or the Michigan Department of Education’s website, under Section 504.

