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1560 East Mitchell Street, Petoskey, MI 49770
Montessori Annual Education Report (AER) Cover Letter
August 15, 2011
Dear Parents and Community Members:

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER). This report provides key information on the 2010-2011 educational progress of Montessori and the Public Schools of Petoskey (as a whole district). The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. Our school report contains information specific to our school’s pupil assessment data, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), and teacher “highly qualified” requirements. If you have a question, please contact me.
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting our school’s website or the district’s main web site, at www.petoskeyschools.org (top left). You may also review a copy in the principal’s office.

The AER for Montessori contains the following information:

A. Student Assessment Data− Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP), Michigan Merit Exam (MME), and Michigan’s Alternative Assessment Program (MI-Access)


· These data present achievement data for English language arts and mathematics for grades 3 to 8 (MEAP), for grade 11 (MME) and science for grades 5 and 8. This is then compared to targets for all students, as well as subgroups of students.
· These date provide achievement data for English language arts, mathematics and science for students with significant disabilities (MI-Access) compared to targets for all students with disabilities, as well as subgroups of students.
· These data help readers understand achievement progress within schools and compare these to district and state achievement scores.  

B. Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) – Detail of Data and Status
AYP provides information from assessments, graduation and attendance rates, and AYP status in relation to four criteria:
· The district must test 95% of students in total and in each required subgroup.
· The district must attain achievement goals in English language arts and mathematics (or significantly reduce the percentage of students in the non-proficient category of achievement) every year.
· The district must attain achievement goals for each subgroup that has at least 30 students in the group.
· The district must meet or exceed the other academic indicators set by the state: graduation rate for high schools and attendance rate for elementary and middle schools.
C. Teacher Quality Data

· These data identify teacher qualifications at both district and school levels.
· These data report percentage of core academic classes taught by teachers not considered highly qualified to teach such classes. (Teaching without this qualifying status is NOT allowed by both state and federal mandates.) 

D. NAEP Data (National Assessment of Educational Progress) 

· These data provide state results of the national assessment in mathematics and reading every other year in grades 4 and 8.
· These data cannot be compared with MEAP results for grades 4 and 8, because there presently are no associated national standards. 
Montessori School’s Results

During the 2010-2011 school year, Montessori made Adequately Yearly Progress (AYP), as in previous years. We received a state report card grade of an A. Our attendance rates are excellent. No school in our district has experienced state or federal penalties, restructuring mandates, or correctives. All district schools outperform state proficiency averages by over10 percentage points in core areas. Also, 100% of our core academic teachers are fully certified and meet all highly qualified standards as defined by state and federal mandates.
We are also required by state law to report the additional information below:

1. Pupils are assigned to schools based upon the age and grade of the student, living proximity to the school (when possible), class size, siblings within the Public Schools of Petoskey, parent preference (when possible), and availability of staff to meet the needs of the student. Montessori’s administrator and staff decide the best placement based upon this set of criteria.
2. Montessori School is moving forward on our multi-year School Improvement Plan (SIP), and we continue to make learning gains. Our focus to increase each student’s core proficiencies is supported through a continual review/revision of curriculum, balanced assessments, best teaching practices, stakeholder collaboration, and caring for each member of our school family. 

3. There are no “specialized schools” within our district. However, we do offer “specialized programs” that include special education, Title I/31a, enrichment, dual enrollment, early college, advanced placement, career and technical education, Title VII, Montessori philosophy, and alternative educational choices through Charlevoix-Emmet Intermediate District.

4. Our district’s core curriculum follows state standards, state benchmarks, Michigan’s grade level content expectations (GLCEs), and Michigan’s high school content expectations (HSCEs). Curriculum details by grade level and/or department can be found at http://www.petoskeyschools.org/tlc/curriculum/index.htm. 
5. The aggregate student achievement results for all of our schools on the MEAP, Mi-Access, and MME can be found in the AER report, on our district website at http://www.petoskeyschools.org/tlc/studentdata/index.htm, or in our Annual Report Calendar available at all schools in hard copy or electronically on the district website at www.petoskeyschools.org. However, we do not post common assessment data, ELPA findings, or NWEA scores as they are utilized by our staff for individual student achievement. The results of these personalized tests are sent to parents at various times during the school year and also discussed at parent-teacher meetings/conferences.
6. The number and percent of students represented by parents/guardians are also available on our Annual Report Calendar which is available in hard copy at all schools and also on our district website at www.petoskeyschools.org.
The staff at Montessori offers a sincere thank you to our parents and the community for partnering with us to offer a quality education to students at Montessori. We congratulate our students and their families for their hard work and efforts toward academic success earning a state report card grade of an A. Together, we will continue to work toward our district and school’s mission. 

The Public Schools of Petoskey truly is a…. 

                                    “Special Place for Everyone.”

Sincerely,

Kim Maves, Administrator
Montessori House

231-347-5331

kim@petoskeymontessori.org 
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