CIVICS

Teacher: Ms. Lisa Pontoni 

Room  205

Phone Number/Voice Mail: 231- 348-2212 classroom (calls retrieved after school)
E-Mail: pontoni.lk.t@petoskeyschools.org (best way to contact me)
Grading and attendance:  http://powerschool1.petoskeyschools.org
Website available at:  www.petoskeyschools.org   (PHS social studies dept)

Course Description: This course will follow Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) content and expectations.  This one semester course will consist of five unit assessments in addition to a comprehensive final assessment.  Daily debate and discussion will be expected of all students.  Topics of focus will include: Conceptual Foundations of Civic and Political Life, Origins and Foundations of American Government, Structure and Function of American Government, Citizenship in the USA, Citizenship in Action.  

Portfolios and Supplies: 

1 inch. hard sided, 3 ring binder with inside pockets
20 tabs or divider pages

1 composition notebook

The binder will become their Government Portfolio. The portfolio will contain writing logs, class notes, projects, and various other class-related materials. Portfolios must be brought to class on a daily basis and kept extremely organized. These portfolios will be evaluated periodically during each marking period. The portfolio will be used for their semester-long (hopefully lifelong) Citizenship Project. Details are provided on a separate sheet.
Grading:

Grades will be updated online weekly. You can access your grades and attendance directly at http://powerschool1.petoskeyschools.org
Our Department has a uniform grading policy which is as follows:  
Late Work:  

50% deduction the next day for late homework/assignments

10% deduction per day for projects/papers…after the 5th day = 50% until end of the marking period.

Late Assignments and Missed Work/Tests:

Any student who misses work or tests due to an absence should consult your daily agenda or Mrs. Pontoni.  If your absence is pre-planned or due to a school activity, you should complete the work in advance unless prior arrangements have been made with me.  Tests and quizzes should be made-up within two days of the student’s return to school, before or after school

Discussion/Class Participation:

Your participation in class discussions, debates, and seminars, plays a vital role in your final overall success in this class. Your willingness and ability to work with fellow classmates in a variety of cooperative learning settings is an important aspect of this class. 
Consequences:

If I feel that you are not meeting the expectations that I have set forth then we will discuss the situation and try and resolve the issues at the student/teacher level. If this is not successful, your parents will be informed and a parent-teacher conference will be scheduled. All students that have disciplinary issues will be given one warning to correct behavior. Any subsequent relapses in bad behavior will be immediately referred to the Dean of Students and handled at the administrative level. 

Student/Teacher Communication:

I welcome discussion to promote your success and achievement. 

Recipe for Success


Please Leave these items in your locker

1. Be here and on time


1.  Hats, caps (unless on a school spirit day)

2. Be polite and pleasant


2.  I-pods

3. Have your materials with you

3.  Cells phones

4. Be an attentive learner

4.  Food and non-water beverages.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Please sign and return by:          ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________

We ___________________________________ (parent/guardian) and ___________________________________(student)
have read this Civics syllabus and fully understand the expectations that will be placed on civics students. 

___________________________________________/________________________________________ Date________________________

parent signature




   student signature
