Eighth Grade Course Descriptions

The following academic classes are required:

Language Arts:
An integrated program that develops reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills through the use of traditional text and contemporary literature. Grammar and vocabulary acquisition are emphasized and social studies concepts are often used as a stepping-stone for literature and writing assignments. Students will need a three-ring binder to organize their work.

Math:  Pre-Algebra and Algebra (teacher recommended) are the two math classes offered at the Eighth grade level. Pre-Algebra focuses on integer, rational numbers, real numbers, geometry, and introductory algebra skills. Algebra is the same class offered at the high school. Students who successfully pass may take geometry as a freshman. A notebook or three-ring binder is required for this class.

Science:
Studies include units on electricity and magnetism, sound and light, chemistry, immunity and the digestive system, plate tectonics and geologic time.

U.S. History:  Course of study is U.S. History from 1750 through 1898.  Eighth grade students will study the U.S. from the writing of the Constitution through Reconstruction.  Geography, civics/government, and economics content are integrated within the historical context.  Students will analyze issues, develop reasoning, and make comparisons based upon significant historical concepts.
Elective Descriptions

Academic Lab (9 week course):
Available for students to get individualized help on academic subjects.  Teacher Recommendation required.
Reading/Adventure Education:

Kris Opperman 348-2250

Gavin Fralick 348-2272
Students continue their experiential education in developing problem solving skills and challenging themselves.  Several adventurous novels will be read and discussed.
Art

Mr. Leestma 348-2287

More in depth study of shading, textures and drawing to proportion are covered in this course.  Silk painting, clay sculpting, jewelry construction and the use of water colors in painting are also explored.  Also included is a study of famous artists in history.
Band

Barry Bennet  348-2279 

Carl Brien      348-2278

Patrick Ryan  348-2297

8th Grade Band is the most advanced musical group in the middle school.  Students will refine their skills and will perform music at the advanced level and will perform at the District Band Festival.  In addition, the jazz band and steel band will continue to play more challenging music preparing them for the high school.  We will also learn to march and perform in the Memorial Day parade.

Choir  (can be taken for a mp or semester or entire year) 

Julie Saunders 348-2473

saunders.ja.t@petoskeyschools.org

Eighth Grade choir will prepare the singer to learn the basic aspects of singing:  breathing techniques, good vocal production and stage presence.  There will be one required concert per marking period.  You do not have to audition for this group, but it would be a great preparatory class for anyone interested in the high school choir program.  It is taught at the high school 1st hour.

Computer Education (9 week course):  

Heather Marvin 348-2252
Project based, self-paced format, which will require the proof or development of basic keyboarding skills. Instruction will include MS Word (word processing), MS Excel (spreadsheets), basic web design, MS PowerPoint (presentations and interactive quizzes),  MS Publisher (signs-newsletters-brochures-calendars) and much more.  Basic email instruction as well as the use of an interactive online news blog.  Proper computer and Internet terminology will also be part of regular instruction.  The Internet will be used regularly as a tool in this class. 

Drafting (9 week course):
Mr. Baldus 348-2281

A basic beginner’s course with instruction in lettering, basic line work, sketching, orthographic projection, isometrics, obliques, sectioning and dimensioning. The program is individualized so that a student works up to his capability but with a basic minimum of drawings required for a passing grade.

Fictional Performance (9 week course): 
Mrs. Neal 348-2248

A nine-week course that introduces students to drama skills through improv activities and short plays.

Spanish & French Culture

Mrs. Dionne 348-2249

A 9-week course which allows students to explore the language, history, art, holidays and geography of France and Latin America.  Active student participation is essential in this class.

Reading and Writing Workshop

Dana Ashton 348-2251 
Rachel Erickson 348-2246
This course is designed to give interested students further opportunities to cultivate their interest and enjoyment of reading and writing. Students will read and discuss both self- and teacher-selected novels covering a variety of genres.  Students will further develop their writing confidence and competence through free writing, creative writing, mini-lessons, peer revision, polishing and publishing, and group sharing.  

Life Skills Class Selections

Mrs. Kurburski  348-2280
Family Living: Allows students the opportunity to discover their own strengths, examine the influences on their lives, and speculate what their future will be like. Students will explore their heritage, take responsibility for their actions, explore the responsibilities of childcare and learn about stages of child development.

Clothing:   The middle school years are a time of preoccupation with self and appearance. Students will study grooming habits, how to make wise clothing choices and purchases, how to care for their clothing and how to make their garments.

Life Skills: Students will have the opportunity to create nutritious and healthy meals.  In addition, students will be creating a sewing project.

Foods and Nutrition: Due to increased numbers of two-career families and single parent households, students are required to become responsible for purchasing and preparing meals. Students will learn to prepare quick and healthy meals, understand problem solving, purchase and select foods that are healthy, communicate and understand decision-making and the consequences of their actions.

Physical Education Electives

Mr. Racignol email:  racignol.sa.t@petoskeyschools.org  phone:  348-2296

Mrs. Wright
 email:  wright.ta.t@petoskeyschools.org     phone:  348-2282

Basketball/Volleyball—4-week unit of each.  Includes skill work, team play, and tournaments.

Football/Lacrosse—4-week unit of each.  Includes skill work, team play, and tournaments.

Volleyball/Fitness Fun—4-week unit of volleyball (includes skill work, team play, tournament) alternated with 4 weeks of various fitness activities:  yoga, pilates, tae-bo, weight training, aerobic exercise bikes, exercise balls and bands.  Circuit Training will also be included.
Hockey/Circuit Training-4 week unit of floor hockey (includes skill work, team play, tournament) alternated with 4 weeks of weight training and aerobic exercise.

Rec. Games/Indoor Team Sports—Your favorite indoor games: kickball games, dodge ball games, gatorball games, scooter games to name a few--there are about 20 that we do, plus team handball and a mini-gladiator unit.

Soccer/Outdoor Team Sports—4-week soccer unit (includes skill work, team play, tournament) plus favorite outdoor sports: softball, agility ball, Frisbee golf, ultimate Frisbee, capture the flag, archery and more. 

Tech Electives

Mr. Baldus 348-2281

Drafting (9 week course):

A basic beginner’s course with instruction in lettering, basic line work, sketching, orthographic projection, isometrics, obliques, sectioning and dimensioning. The program is individualized so that a student works up to his capability but with a basic minimum of drawings required for a passing grade.

Electronics (9 week course):
Students will learn about basic electronic components. They will design and etch a printed circuit board upon which to mount a circuit.

Manufacturing (9 week course):
Students will design an item with jigs and fixtures needed for production. Students will perform an assembly line operation to produce a needed quantity of the item within time and quality specifications. Open and closed loop systems will be explored.

Power and Energy (9 week course):
Working in teams, students will collaboratively work together to design and construct a solar car, rockets, and learn about small engines.

Transportation (9 week course):
Students will journey through the evolution of an automobile from thumbnail and rough sketching to prototype construction and final production. The result will be the construction of a Co2 powered dragster. Post-production tests will evaluate the cars alignment, aero-dynamics, inertia performance, etc.

Video Production 
Meagan Neal 348-2248
Mr. Baldus 348-2281
In Video Production, students plan and produce their very own movies.  They write their scripts, then edit their video footage on the computer, adding music and sound effects for a professional finished product.

