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Suggestions for Success

1. Take the initiative for your own success.

2. Give and accept constructive criticism gracefully.

3. Notice, and verbalize, the positives you find in yourself and your work.

4. If you are unsure, confused, or lost, you’re probably not alone! Ask for help.

5. Always seek assistance if you need it; you are unique – your problems are not. Don't think so? Read Shakespeare.

Class Policies – POSTED in Room 208

At PHS, students are expected to abide by rules governing student behavior and school policies found in the Student/Parent Handbook. Additionally, Mrs. N. has expectations for students who inhabit Room 208 and who share in the education that occurs there --
· RESPECT your fellow students and instructors.  Do not talk when someone else has the floor.  Feel free to courteously share your ideas with the class.  We all learn from each other. Good manners and etiquette reign supreme in Room 208.

· THERE ARE NO BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS IN MY CLASS. "I do not suffer fools gladly."

· Have supplies available and be ready to work when the bell rings. Bring supplies to class EVERY day.  Failure to comply will automatically cause your grade to be “rounded down” when final grades are calculated. Supplies are PENS, pencils for Scantron tests and notes, JOURNAL, textbook, ancillary novels, planner or organizer, paper. Start an AP Comp notebook. Start an ENG II notebook.
· Use your blue book/planner. Get organized.

· Written work assigned to be done in class is due when class ends (not the next day). Be prepared – we do many timed writing exercises.

· The grade you EARN is the grade you will receive.   Do not ask me to give you points or "extra credit" at the end of the grading period.  You will have every opportunity to EARN your grade. 

· As much as is possible, please attend to personal needs -- restroom visits, locker visits, grooming and drinks of water -- before coming to class. The CLIPBOARD is the round-trip hall pass. If, however, you feel sick, just GO!

· Food, gum, beverages, phones, iPODS, hats, hoodies, sunglasses or other distracting paraphernalia are prohibited in Room 208. Read the School Board Policy on cell phones. Electronic devices will be confiscated; I will phone or text your parental units from your phone, and then it will be sent to the main office.
(Exception: Hats, appropriate to Spirit Day themes, may be worn on those days.)

· Dress code is in effect at all times.  

· Class time is not available for homework completion or studying for other subjects.  You will have plenty of work to keep you on task. If I find you working on other homework/assignments, I will dispose of the work.

· I will not tolerate off-color, lewd or insensitive remarks -- verbally or in writing. Profanity in any work will result in a zero on that assignment. Profanity in the classroom is inappropriate and unacceptable. Either offense will result in a phone call to your parents/guardians. George Carlin's "Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television" still resonates today. If you learn nothing else from me, you will learn appropriate levels of communication and language.
· Due to enrollment and space limitations, and for safety reasons, backpacks, large bags, and purses must be placed in designated classroom areas. NO BAGS are allowed in the aisles. Ever.

· Please help to keep our professional workplace neat and clean.

Attendance & Tardies

1. You must be in your assigned seat when the bell rings. The tardy policy is strictly enforced. Class begins immediately. **

2. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your make up work.  Upon your return: 1) check your syllabus, 2) check your folder, 3) check with a peer,
4) check with Mrs. Nemecek – in this order, please. Be responsible for yourself.

3.  Work missed due to an unexcused absence will earn a zero (0).

4. If you have accumulated three (3) or fewer absences during the semester, you are exempt from taking the final exam in three (3) classes.  Any unexcused absence must be made up by serving three (3) hours at Saturday school, or doing three (3) hours of community service, or bringing a parent to school/class. ** (This does not apply to AP Comp class. Semester exams are required.)

5. Make-up day, after school, for tests/quizzes will be announced. Missed graded assignments/tests must be made up by the next make-up day; if not, they become a zero. There are no “re-takes” on tests or quizzes in my classes.

If you are enrolled in Peer-to-Peer or a similar mentor program, I strongly encourage you to schedule your visits for a time that does not conflict with your AP class(es), unless you wish to be in attendance on a weekly basis after school making up timed writings and tests. If you are a skier, golfer, tennis player, Model UN participant, debater, student who misses class for school excused activities, please read the school policy regarding assigned work. Also, please remember that you are a student first and that your academics take priority. You may have to miss practice to complete a test, however, this is preferable to missing a competition due to ineligibility.

** Please refer to updated attendance policy for 2011-2012.

Homework

AP -- Please see your course syllabus/overview regarding this topic.
Others: on-time work earns points. Late work lowers your grade 10% each day it is late.

I have read and understand this document.____________________________________________________

