1. In analysis, FOCUS ON: how did the writer effectively present/prove/argue a point or present herself?  AVOID: what did she say? This is “retelling.” Certain  Academic Death
(C.A.D.)
2. The best ANALYSIS papers interweave  a discussion of diction, tone, etc, rather than presenting a mechanical looking laundry list of points.

3. Have a thesis - a guiding principle for your essay. Have a point!

4. Exhibit a sense of paragraphing.  INDENT!
5. Use transitions- signal words, but not “The second point I’m going to make is…”


6. AVOID paraphrase at all costs! This will kill your score. Turn your inclination to paraphrase into your pre-writing.

Don’t restate the question in your opening sentence. Too canned!

7. AUDIENCE: the mature, educated reader. Assume that your reader has a brain! Write to your teacher, so that you can think of the reader as a personality. Don’t try to write to some mythical god who’s trying to shoot you down.

8. Better to write well, and be a bit off topic than to be on topic and write poorly.  If your essay is poorly written, it automatically goes into the lower half. Also, better to say less and say it very well, than to create a long, poorly written essay.

9. Don’t be afraid to use more sophisticated vocabulary - “complex ideas require complex words.” At this level, you are expected to have a decent writing vocabulary. Better to use great vocabulary, and perhaps spell one or two incorrectly, than to use simple diction and spell everything correctly. NEVER USE A WORD THAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND!!!
10. Logical inferences and correct interpretation of the passage are absolutely essential in getting you into the upper half.

11. Don’t presume to evaluate or criticize the writer of a passage.  (C.A.D.)!!

12. Cite the text. Cite the text. Cite the text. Cite the text to support your analysis. In the synthesis essay, use EITHER signal phrases OR in-text parenthetical citations. 

13. Maintain third person for most essay questions. You can still impart your “attitude” through the third person. Be the expert. Write with purpose.

14. TONE, SYNTAX, and DICTION are very likely to appear in essay questions. Be specific with your use of them in your essays. 

15. Don’t ever admit that you don’t know something in your essay. Don’t EVER apologize in your writing or minimize your intellect!   

Very likely that the free-response prompts/essays will deal with (some or all of) the following . . .

1. Evaluate an argument – figure out the position of the writer and either disagree or agree with his view. Your purpose here would be to persuade.

2. A stylistic analysis – read a passage and discuss the author’s tone, his use of irony, his juxtaposition of ideas, his use of figures of speech, etc. Use specific language when discussing any rhetorical devices/terms. ***
3. Comparison/contrast – remember that any paper that compares and contrasts needs to have a point. Don’t compare any two objects for the sake of comparing them. Also, pay close attention to organization of the essay.

4. Synthesis Essay – question #1. STATE YOUR THESIS and support it with evidence. DO NOT MERELY SUMMARIZE the sources. (C.A.D.)
*** The most obvious strategies you might discuss in an analysis essay include:

tone


hyperbole/understatement


diction

imagery

irony





paradox

anecdote

contrast/juxtaposition



comparison

figurative language
syntax (word arrangement/order)

humor

repetition

mood/atmosphere



satire

symbolism

allegory

