AP English Language & Composition                                                                   SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2011

Welcome to “AP Comp”

Class caveat: READ EVERYTHING and follow all instructions (2 pages)
This is a college-level course and students must use the summer reading experience to prepare for the challenge and rigor that is expected. Please complete the following for the first day of class. These assignments will be graded and may NOT be made up after the first week. 

If you choose to purchase your own books, please try to patronize our local booksellers. Tell them you are purchasing texts for AP Comp at PHS with Mrs. Nemecek; you should get a school discount. You may also check with former AP Compers who have not yet sacrificed these tomes in a ceremonial book-burning bonfire. I also have some copies I will lend to you; see me after 3:10. You will need the book with you in class. 

A) Obtain and read Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt.

1) Find five significant sentences and TYPE each one. In parentheses, indicate the page number(s); additionally please indicate the speaker and/or the context of the passage. Be prepared to explain the significance of your choices.

2) Include a complete, typed bibliographic reference for this work at the top or bottom of your paper. Research MLA style to find how to cite this correctly. Start with the PHS Media Center webpage: go to Knight Cite.
3) Expect a DYRT (Did you read this?) test on the novel; be prepared.

B) Obtain and read Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden.
1) Type one passage of 90-100 words length (use your computer’s word count feature) from the novel that you think is representative of the writer’s style. Bring this passage with you on the first day of class. In parentheses, indicate the page number(s); additionally please indicate the speaker and/or the context of the passage. Be prepared to analyze the writer's style.

2) Include a complete, typed bibliographic reference for this work at the top or bottom of your paper. Research MLA style to find how to cite this correctly. Start with the PHS Media Center webpage: go to Knight Cite.

3) Expect a DYRT (Did you read this?) test on the novel; be prepared.

C) Literary terms: know these terms upon arrival and be prepared to use them and related word forms: e.g., symbolism/symbol
theme, thesis, voice, tone, mood, purpose, audience, symbolism, figurative


language, style, anecdote, narration, description, memoir, autobiography 
Expect a quiz over the above terms.

D) ONLINE: my website; AP Comp class pages. http://www.petoskeyschools.org/nemecek.kg.t/
a. Read the course overview, approved by the College Board*. 

b. Navigate and read my web pages that pertain to AP Comp, AP Central and The College Board. 
c. Read the student handbook online. Last year’s version is fine.* Note the section on cheating and plagiarism. If you are unsure about the definition of plagiarism, be sure of it upon arrival.

d. Read my classroom rules and policies and contact information.*
e. * Expect a DYRT quiz the first week. Be prepared.
The full syllabus, audited by the College Board, will be on the web site shortly. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY AND WEEKLY. During the year, you will be responsible for regularly checking my web site for course information, assignments, announcements, etc.

Please continue reading . . .
It is the expectation of the staff and administration that every student enrolled in AP courses will take the corresponding AP exams in May. PLEASE NOTE: The unofficial, released exam, proctored by the instructor, will count as the 20% FINAL SEMESTER EXAM GRADE for the course. Students who take the official exam will receive CR for the FINAL SEMESTER EXAM GRADE for the course.

You may find it helpful to purchase your own copy of a test prep guide (Barron’s, The Princeton Review, etc.). Make sure you purchase the Language guide (not Literature) for English. We will be using exercises from these sources in class, in case you do not want to purchase.

We read several novels in class; you may purchase your own copies, but this is not required. If you lose a copy that the instructor provides for you, you must pay a replacement cost. Titles are on the Course Overview.
If you have any questions, please email me at: nemecek.kg.t@petoskeyschools.org
Please do not expect a prompt (24 hour) email response between mid-August and Labor Day.

See you in September. I look forward to meeting you and working with you; I am prepared to provide a college-level experience for all AP Comp students. You must be prepared as well.

Mrs. Karen G. E. Nemecek 
Petoskey High School

Room 208

1-231-348-2124

nemecek.kg.t@petoskeyschools.org
http://www.petoskeyschools.org/nemecek.kg.t/
Great minds discuss ideas. Average minds discuss events. Small minds discuss people. – Eleanor Roosevelt

