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For the past 14 years we have taken the 8th grade band students to Chicago as a reward for their hard work and dedication.  The trip has been very popular with all of the kids and we are excited to be continuing the tradition once again this year.  In addition to many fun activities we also include 2 Museums (Science and Industry and the Field Museum), and the Shedd Aquarium.  Fun events include the Navy Pier, Great America Theme Park (roller coasters, etc.), Blue Man Group (this is a huge favorite), shopping on the Magnificent Mile, and a professional baseball game; Chicago Cubs or ChicagoWhite Sox.  We will be staying at the Embassy Suites in the heart of downtown Chicago. It is a great hotel with large suites, 24-hour security, and an excellent free breakfast buffet. 
 
This year the trip will be May 29th-June 1st.  This works well for students and parents that may have commencement obligations.  We are also happy to continue working with one of our local travel agencies, Andrew Kan.  They have done an excellent job keeping the price down while still providing a great experience for the kids.  

The cost of the trip this year will be $585.  This is a tremendous price for everything that the kids will be doing and experiencing.   In order to make this affordable we have broken it down into 4 separate payments(see below).  In addition, the 8th graders will keep all profits from most of the fundraisers that they participate in this year so they will be able to use funds for the trip.  Band Boosters will hold this money in their personal accounts and it may be used towards the Chicago trip or for marching band camp next summer.  We have several fundraisers this year that the students may participate in; The Magazine fundraiser, the Krispy Kreme sale, Oleson’s grocery receipts, and others that will be announced later. 

In order for us to start planning we need to have an idea of how many students and parents are interested in going on the trip.  We are requesting a $100 deposit by Sept. 23rd, Friday, for every person that is considering going on the trip.  If you are interested in going but cannot afford the deposit please call us to make other arrangements.  

Sept. 23rd-$100 Deposit
Nov-18th-$100 2nd payment
Feb. 10th-$100 3rd payment
May 4th-$285(Final Payment) 
All payments can be refunded, without penalty, until May 4th.  

We are also going to need about 10 chaperones for the trip.  The chaperone rate is $475, this is based on 3 to a room.  Please send in a $100 deposit if you interested.  We usually have a lot of volunteers to chaperone so we will do this on a first come-first serve basis.  The sooner the better!

We hope your child will take advantage of this great opportunity to see Chicago with their friends and classmates.  It will truly be a trip they will remember for the rest of their lives.  Please call me if you have any questions or if you would like to chaperone.

Mr. Bennett  348-2279   Mr. Ryan 348-2297    Mr. Brien 348-2278

