Dear 6th grade Students and Parents,





Sept. 7th,  2011
Congratulations on joining the Petoskey Band Program! We are very excited for our new 6th graders to get started.  Please call us if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year.  The best to time call is between 12-1.  Email is also fine. 

Most of the kids have been fitted to an instrument and we are ready to get under way.  If your child has not been fitted to an instrument we will be completing this on Wednesday and Thursday.  It usually takes kids about 3 months before they really have a good understanding of their instrument so please help your kids be patient as the learning process takes place.  We discourage kids from switching instruments for the first 3 months until they really have a good understanding of their current instrument.  If we find that the instrument they are currently playing is not for them we will be happy to try something new.  
Where can you buy/rent an instrument?  Most of you have already taken care of this and are ready to go.  If you have not obtained in instrument here are some options. The “rent to own” program, which works very well for beginner students, is probably the most popular.  We use Marshall Music as they do an excellent job servicing our school.  You may also buy an instrument if you do not wish to rent.  If finances are an issue please call Mr. Bennett (348-2279) and we can discuss some options.  If you are buying a used instrument please have one of the band directors inspect it before purchasing.  Please beware of buying an “inexpensive” instrument online, they are usually poorly made and will not stand the test of time.  

Marshall Music Rent to Own prices are listed below.  This price is per month. 

Trumpet, Trombone-$30
Flute-Clarinet-$40
Alto Saxophone, Oboe-French Horn, Baritone, Tenor Sax-$60
Percussion-$230(one time purchase, but more mallets may be added in 7th and 8th grade). 

Please encourage your kids to stick with it for the whole year.  The concert in May is awesome and they love being a part of this experience.  Parents will love the concert too(.  
Success can only be achieved by consistent practice and good work habits.  The benefits and rewards from practicing and learning a musical instrument will help them in many other areas of their lives.  It is a proven fact that students who participate in music will earn better grades and score higher in academic tests.  
Every week the 6th graders will turn in their practice time for a grade.  The chart is located in the front of their band book and needs to be signed by a parent every week.  Please help your child keep on top so they don’t fall behind.  Practice is the key to their success.  Thank you!!

Mr. Bennett 348-2279 
Mr. Brien 348-2278.

Mr. Ryan 348-2297

